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Part I: Introduction 

I.1 Introduction  
 
The ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) will be held in July 2011 in Geneva with a 
focus on “implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in regard to 
education.”  
 
The AMR process consists of three main elements: i) a global review of the United Nations 
development agenda based on a comprehensive report by the Secretary General; ii) country-
led thematic reviews at the regional level; and iii) a series of national presentations by both 
developing and developed countries on their progress in implementing internationally agreed 
development goals.  
 
The Asia-Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the AMR, hosted by the Government of 
Thailand together with the Tenth Meeting of the High-Level Group on Education for All in 
Jomtien, Thailand (22-24 March 2011), will examine the issue of “education as the key to 
achieving all Millennium Development Goals”. The key policy recommendations put forward 
during the discussions will be reflected in a summary report to be presented at the AMR 
ECOSOC session next July. 





enrolment, and regressed on HIV prevalence. On the other hand, the group of smaller 
countries has done better on gender parity in secondary educational attainment, on which it is 
an early achiever, while India is lagging behind on the same. In addition, the parity indicator at 
the secondary and tertiary level must be understood within the context of pockets of low 
enrolment in some countries. Similarly, as a group, the Pacific Island countries have been less 
successful – regressing or making no progress apart from advancing only slowly in another 
two, those for infant and under-five mortality. Papua New Guinea is home to almost 70 per 
cent of the Pacific Island countries’ population, so estimates for the sub -region are inevitably 
affected by this country’s performance.6  
 
 
 

                                                 
6 United Nations (2010). Achieving the Millennium Development Goals in an era of global uncertainty: Asia Pacific 
Regional Report 2009/10,, p.12 



Table 1: Progress in meeting International development goals in Asia  
MDGs 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
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Asia-Pacific 
 

€ ∇ €  ∇ ∇ ⇑  € ⇑ ∇ ∇ ∇ ∇ ⇑ ⇑ ⇑  ↓ ⇑ ↓  ⇑ ⇑ ∇ 

Excluding China and India € ∇ ∇  ∇ ∇ ⇑  ⇑ ⇑ ∇ ∇ ∇ ∇ ↓ ⇑ ⇑  ↓ ⇑ ↓  ⇑ € ∇ 

South-East Asia ⇑ € €  ∇ ⇑ ⇑  ⇑ ⇑ €  ∇ ∇ ∇ ⇑ ⇑ ⇑  ↓ ⇑ ↓  ⇑ ⇑ € 

South Asia ∇ ∇ €  ∇ ∇ ⇑  € ∇ ∇ ∇ ∇ ∇ ⇑ ⇑ ⇑  ↓ ⇑ ↓  ⇑ ⇑ ∇ 



 

Part II. The education-related goals  

II.1 MDG 2: Universal Primary Education   
Ensure that by 2015 any child in any country will be able to complete a full course of 
primary schooling. 



 

 
 

9 

in 2008. However, rapid progress is possible, such as in Cambodia where the share of 
children starting school at official age increased from 61% in 1999 to 79% in 2008.11  

In Central Asia  (CA), progress towards UPE has been steady since the World Education 
Forum in Dakar (2000). There was an increase in the average NER from 88% in 1999 to 94% 
in 2008. Most countries with data (7 countries in GMR) have either achieved , or are on track to 
achieve, UPE by 2015. 12   

Table 2: Status of primary education   

Sub-region Net Enrolment 
Rate (1999) 

Adjusted Net 
Enrolment Rate 

(2008) 

Out-of-school children 
(2008) 

Central Asia 88% 94% 322,000 
East Asia & Pacific 96% 95% 7,869 ,000 
South and West Asia 74% 90% 17,919,000 
World 82% 90% 67,483,000 







 

 
 

12 

 
The MDG Summit called for the need 
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benefits for women’s empowerment as well as the improvement of their well-being and that of 
their families.26  
 
 
 

 

                                                 
26 UN Millennium Project (2005). Taking action: achieving gender equality and empowering women , United Nations 
Development Programme. 
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same period the region’s population increased by some 800 million. The fastest growth and 
sharpest reductions in poverty continue to be recorded in East Asia. Because of its large 
population size, the Asia and the Pacific region nevertheless has the greatest number of poor 
people  in the world .  A particular challenge for the region remains the situation o f underweight 
children – it is home to over 70% of the world’s underweight children under age five.31 Feeding 
and body weight monitoring provided by many early childhood programmes can directly 
alleviate malnutrition.  
 
The Asia-Pacific region has been affected by the food price increases of 2007 and 2008, 
followed by the financial and economic crisis in late 2008 and early 2009. While the final 
impacts of these crises are still being projected, there is reason to believe that the momentum 
towards the 2015 goals has been weakened. The recession has increased the vulnerability of 
poor households and led to rising child malnutrition, which may slow down efforts to achieve 
not only UPE, but all the other MDGs as well. Marginalized groups are those suffering the 
worst from the crisis, which has also aggravated the impact of natural disasters such as floods 
and cyclones.32 Indeed, even when economic growth has been possible, inequalities continue 
to grow.33 
 
UNESCO is monitoring the impact of the crisis on the education sector of its Member States. It 
undertook a quick study in 50 countries in March 2009, produced case studies for 12 countries 
in mid-2009, and carried out assessments of how schools and households were affected  by 
budget cuts in November 2009 to reveal the impact of the crisis on education. Country case 
studies reveal that, for the moment, most governments have protected their education 
budgets (the share of education expenditure in government finance). The resilience of the 
economies of the Asia- Pacific region it −  even those affected directly by conflict or post-
conflict situations such as Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste, and lately Pakistan − has 
somewhat mitigated the effects of the crisis. At the same time, the studies (for instance in 
Mongolia and Pakistan) indicate that vulnerable households face difficulties in meeting school 
costs, forcing children to be moved to cheaper schools or public institutions that provide food 
or material. There are a growing number of reports suggesting a rise in absenteeism, school 
dropouts and increased child labour. In some countries, educational quality and equity in 
public schools are being jeopardized. Demand for education is likely to be affected due to a 
decline in household income and an increase in families’ contributions to rising indirect and 
direct schooling costs. Furthermore, it is feared that international aid, already insufficient 
before the crisis, will further decline as a result of the crisis.  
 

Discussion points:  

• Despite the overall progress made in the region in reaching MDG 1, what are the key 
challenges in helping the marginalized overcome poverty? And what role can 
education play?  

• How can investment within the education sector be better targeted to support poverty 
reduction? What can be done to promote investment in education as part of national 
development strategies?  

• How can regional cooperation in the field of education be strengthened to assist South 
and West Asia in meeting MDG 1?  

 
                                                 
31 United Nations (2010). in1Tc 0.0278 United  -12  TD 095nt w4s-0.c -25.7 
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Table 5: MDG 4 (child mortality) indicators & relationship with education level  

Country/ 
 Education Level of 

women* 

Indicator 1: Under-
five mortality rate  

(number of children per 1000 
live births) 

Indicator 2. Infant 
mortality rate  mortality rate

ve births)
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knowledge and skills and can encourage positive behaviours, lowering the risk of acquiring 
and transmitting HIV. Through empowerment, increased access to equitable and quality 
education reduces vulnerability to HIV. As a result of well-established educational benefits, 
approximately 700,000 new infections would have been prevented every year through the 
achievement of UPE.47 Education has been recognized by UNAIDS as a key element of 
effective HIV prevention , and new strategies aimed at HIV prevention in the education sector 
are increasingly focused on comprehensive sexuality education . Even in the absence of HIV-
specific interventions, education offers an important measure of protection against HIV. In 
particular, it reduces the vulnerability of girls, with each year of schooling offering greater 
protective benefits. One study, covering 32 countries, found that women 
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The Asia-Pacific region is both on track and regressing on MDG Goal 7 on ensuring 
environmental sustainability. On certain indicators – such as ensuring a proportion of 
protected areas to maintain bio -diversity, reducing consumption of ozone-depleting 
substances, and halving the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water – the 
region is an early achiever. However, on indicators such as forest area coverage and CO2 
emissions, the entire region is either regressing or showing limited progress.  

Education is at the heart of the long-term solution for environmental sustainability.  Quality and 
relevant education programmes enable children, youth and adults to better understand local 
environments, manage waste, preserve and manage ecosystems, design greener 
technologies, change consumption and production patterns, and anticipate future ecological 
threats. They equip people with the knowledge, skills, values and behaviours needed for 
sustainability. 

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) addresses key issues, such as poverty 
reduction, sustainable livelihoods, climate change, gender equality, corporate social 
responsibility and protection of indigenous cultures. It aims to change the way we think, 
behave, look at the world, interact with nature and address social, economic and 
environmental problems. Governments are realizing the urgent need to take action in these 
areas. According to a recent survey, 79 countries, of which 13 are in the Asia ,

,
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secondary schools in China have been actively engaged in learning about and protecting the 
Yangtze River as part of an ESD project. The students proposed a policy change to better 
protect the river that was approved by the local government. This is just one example of 
learning by doing and changing mindsets and behaviour – not only of the students, but of the 
community at large. Such positive outcomes of school-based activities give hope for even 
larger and more beneficial environmental education policies.  

Despite some pos
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ANNEX I. Millennium Development Goals 
 

• Goal 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

o 
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• Indicators 
5.1 Maternal mortality ratio  
5.2 Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel  

• Target 5.B: Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health 

• Indicators 
5.3 Contraceptive prevalence rate  
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• Indicators 
7.10 Proportion of urban population living in slums  

  

• Goal 8. Develop a global partnership for development 

Some of the indicators listed below are monitored separately for the least developed countries (LDCs), Africa, 
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States. 

• Target 8.A: Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial 
system 
Includes a commitment to good governance, development and poverty reduction - both nationally and 
internationally 

• Target 8.B: Address the special needs of the least developed countries  
Includes: tariff and quota free access for the least developed countries' exports; enhanced programme 
of debt relief for heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) and cancellation of official bilateral debt; and 
more generous ODA for countries committed to poverty reduction 

• Target 8.C: Address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and small island developing 
States (through the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 
States and the outcome of the twenty-second special session of the General Assembly) 

• Target 8.D: Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries through national and 
international measures in order to make debt sustainable in the long term 
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ANNEX III. Regional classification of Education for All Global Monitoring Report 
 
East Asia  
Brunei Darussalam  
Cambodia 
China 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
Indonesia 
Japan 
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