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C L I N T O N  G L O B A L  I N I T I A T I V E : 

Empowering Girls & Women

Around the world, girls and women continue to suffer from a lack of economic opportunity, inadequate health care 
and education, early marriage, sexual violence, and discrimination. The good news is that empowering girls and 
women yields undeniable returns – for everyone in the community. Closing the gender gap in education adds half  
a percent to a country’s per capita gross national product – benefits that are shared by boys and men. When women 
work, they invest 90 percent of their income back into their families, compared with 35 percent for men. By focusing 
on girls and women, innovative businesses and organizations can spur economic progress, expand markets, and 
improve health and education outcomes for everyone. 

In 2009, the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) Annual Meeting had a special focus on girls and women, and in 


