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Excellencies,
Madam Deputy Secretary General,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed my pleasure to welcome all of yothis ECOSOC
special event to discuss ways in which to strengfietnerships to promote
opportunities and improvements for youth employmewnbould like to
especially thank those of you who have travellednfthe far reaches of the

globe to be with us here at today’s event.

Our focus this year is on youth employment, anadhat is indeed
high on the agenda of all governments around th&dw®dhe reasons are
very clear. There is a jobs crisis — one whichffiscing young people in
large numbers. In OECD countries, for example,iarfere youth under the

age of 25 in the European Union labour force ismypleyed. Here in the



United States, approximately 18% of youth undea@bout of work. The
numbers are even more dire in developing countmeSouth Africa, for

example, more than 50 per cent of young people@eeployed.

These are alarming trends. Alarming because ypengle are our
future promise...our innovators, our academics, otne@reneurs, and our
political leaders. The future rests squarelyr@rtshoulders. It will be
through their agency and their vision that we atltcessfully emerge from
the wrenching economic crisis we are now experienciFor this reason, we
need to offer them hope, and more importantly, eedto offer them

solutions.

We have seen for ourselves the frustration of yquewple on the
streets of our capitals over the last two yearser@& is no doubt that stability
and peace, the foundation of economic and socialdpment, and a
prerequisite for economic recovery is affectedhlmy/pace and nature of job

creation. We need to act quickly.

In doing so, we must make sure that the solutiom®mng match the
circumstances that each region and country falceBurope and North
America, youth employment is affected by increasiagital intensity of
production, structural problems in the labour madsed the depth of the
recession. In other parts of the world, the eacainarisis has only
exacerbated already high unemployment rates. Ypeogle in these
countries continue to face employment prospectsnisimed by high rates of
population growth; sluggish or stagnant econonsgsll private sectors;

poor quality education and an education systemepaips young people



with limited skills to navigate the new high-growtidustries or even the

traditional ones.

Distinguished Participants,

This is a very special occasion. Today, in thisu@her, we have a
unique gathering of member states, representativibe private sector,
foundations, employer’s organizations, labour usjgioung entrepreneurs

and Advocates for young people. Here, at the Unite



| look forward today to a dialogue that will genteranany new and
exciting ideas as well as strengthened partnershiggpport of efforts to
give young people a better start.

It is with great pleasure that | now give the fit@ Her Excellency,

Ms. Asha Rose Migiro, Deputy Secretary Generaheflinited Nations, to
make her opening address.
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