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Excellencies,  
Distinguished Members of the ECOSOC Bureau,  
Distinguished Delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
It is truly a distinct honour for me to assume the Presidency of the Economic and Social 
Council. I wish to thank all of you for the confidence that you have placed in me. 
 
I would like to pay special tribute to my predecessor Ambassador Martin Sajdik, for his 
outstanding leadership of the Council during an extended eighteen-month Presidency. It has 
been a great privilege to have you as our President as you guided us with wisdom and 
integrity through so many challenges. My hat’s off to you with my deepest





Aligning the themes and programmes of work of the ECOSOC system with the Council’s 
theme and cycle will be a high priority. So is the need to rationalize the agendas of ECOSOC 
and its functional commissions 
 
Fourth, the Council will lead the efforts to build an inclusive and engaging global partnership 
– one that welcomes the significant contribution that all stakeholders can provide – 
particularly through the Development Cooperation Forum. The DCF is well placed and suited 
to examine development cooperation in a holistic manner, bringing together all relevant 
stakeholders. 


