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outstanding contributions. The Group notes with appreciation the efforts of the
Secretary-General aimed at improving the financial position of the Organization.

Mr. Chairman,

7. The Group salutes the timely decision of the General Assembly on the Scale of
Assessments to grant exemption under Article 19 of the UN Charter, thus
enabling concerned Member States to fully participate in the work of the 76
General Assembly.

8. In the same vein, the Africa Group calls upon the Secretariat to ensure that the
implementation of the programmes and activities of the United Nations that are
funded from the regular budget are not delayed or scaled down due to the non-
payment of assessed contributions.

Mr. Chairman,

9. The Africa Group notes that following a period of unpredictability in the pattern
of collections and the resultant liquidity crisis in the organization, significant
progress has been made in reversing the cash deficit. This includes the record
collection of US $1 billion in April that improved the cash position as at the end of
April 2021. The Group further notes that despi



Mr. Chairman,

12. 1t goes without saying that the COVID-19 pandemic, which has caused so much
health and economic devastation in the world in general and the African
continent in particular, has positioned the United Nations at the centre of the
global response to the pandemic, including recovery and building back better.
This requires that the United Nations has reliable and predictable funding to
effectively deliver its mandate.

13.In conclusion, Mr. Chair, the African Group assures you that it will engage
constructively in resolving the financial difficulties the Organization faces.

I thank you, Mr. Chair.



