








Mr Chair,

17.  The Group of 77 and China rejects attempts by developed countries to shift obligations
to developing countries. Developing countries should not be arbitrarily targeted to move to
higher levels or forced to accept reductions in their discounts for peacekeeping contributions.
The current methodology provides for all countries to voluntarily contribute more than their
calculated scales.

18. The peacekeeping scale should also reflect the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities between developed and developing countries. Developing countries should not
be assigned to the same level of contributions as developed countries on the sole basis of their
per capita incomes. The exclusive use of this single measure ignores the difficult and unique
circumstances faced by developing states, which cannot be expected to contribute to
peacekeeping operations on the same level as developed countries. Further, special
consideration should continue to be given to Least Developed Countries, and they should
continue to be assessed at the lowest level in the scale.

19.  The Group of 77 and China recalls that the current levels of discounts for the
peacekeeping scale were created in 2000 together with the 22% maximum ceiling for a single
Member State. Developing countries were compelled to give up discounts of 80% or 90%
overnight in order to accommodate these new levels. The category of Level C was created in
2000 to afford developing countries a minimum discount of 7.5% in the peacekeeping scale.
The Group of 77 and China reiterates that developing countries are not in a position to agree to
any further reductions in their discounts.

20.  The Group is also concerned that developing countries, including Small Island
Developing States, have been repeatedly allocated to Level B of the scale since 2000. This
violates the principles underlying the 2000 agreement which created the 22% maximum ceiling
and the current levels of discounts for the peacekeeping scale. In this regard, the Group of 77
and China reiterates that no developing country that is not a permanent member of the Security
Council should be classified above Level C in the peacekeeping scale.

Mr Chair,

21.  The Group of 77 and China emphasizes that negotiations on all Fifth Committee agenda
items, including the present one, must be conducted in an open, inclusive, and transparent
manner which upholds the legitimacy and competency of the Fifth Committee as the sole Main
Committee of the General Assembly entrusted with responsibilities for administrative,
financial, and budgetary matters. We affirm the unity and solidarity of all our Members on this
item, and reiterate our strong opposition to decision-making in small-group configurations.

I thank you, Mr Chair.



