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Thank you, Mr. Chair. | have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the Member States
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on agenda items 134 on Proposed
Programme Budget for 2024 and 135 on Proposed Programme Plan for 2024. ASEAN aligns
itself with the statement of Cuba, on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.

At the outset, we would like to express our appreciation and thanks for H.E. the Secretary-
General for the presentation of his reports on programme plan and budget for 2024. And
likewise, our gratitude to Mr. Abdallah Bachar Bong, Chair of the ACABQ, and the Vice-Chair of
the Committee for Programme and Coordination (CPC), for introducing their respective reports.

Mr. Chair, cognizant of the global efforts to address development challenges on every front,
the Secretary General proposed a programme budget, which aims to bolster our moral duty
and obligation to uphold a more inclusive, sustainable and prosperous future. The proposed
budget, as indicated in the reports, includes programme plans for the year, which are
required to effectively implement programmatic activities and legislative mandates.

In this regard, we look forward to the secretariat's comprehensive report on the implementation
of the annual budget cycle in 2028, to allow consultations on how to further strengthen the budget
process, ensure more accurate planning and improve the budget liquidity of the organization.
We, as member States and partners of United Nations, hope to make the most out of what we
expect to be an improved budget process.

ASEAN appreciates the continued efforts to improve the Programme Plan presentation and
ensure substantial discussions in the CPC. However, a lot remains to be done to improve the
conduct of the review process. In particular, during the recently-concluded 63" session of the
CPC, ten (10) out of the twenty-eight (28) programmes did not reach consensus, and therefore
resulted with no conclusions and recommendations. This was a substantive increase from last
\HDUV GHVSUIH {KH H[YHQVLRQ RI IKH &3&{V VHVVLRQ IR ILYH ZHHNV ZUIK IKH YIHZ IR DORZLQJ
more time for deliberations.

Mr. Chair, ASEAN supports the importance of preserving the role of the CPC, as the main



Nations that remains a legitimate body entrusted to provide guidance on the Secretary-**HQHUDIV
Programme Plans. We hope that more can be done to ensure that consensus can be reached
on all programmes for the benefit of all Member States. ASEAN is ready to do its part, including
by assuming the role of facilitator of the negotiations, as one of our Member States has agreed
to, under this agenda item.

Having said that, the 18 Programme plans, which have been adopted, will convey clear
messages to the Secretariat on what Member States consider appropriate, what can be
improved and what requires modifications. This guidance, after the endorsement of the wider
membership, will have an immediate impact on the implementation of the UN mandates in 2024.
They will also serve as future reference for Programme managers in the upcoming years as to
how they can improve their work by incorporating the views of Member States and reflecting
these accordingly in the narratives.

On the other hand, the programme budget is a key agenda item, since it serves as the resource
base underpinning the United Nations to enable it to fulfil its role and execute its legislated
mandates. The budget reports reflect the strategic vision of the Secretary-General in delivering
the mandates and priorities agreed upon by Member States. For this reason, ASEAN has always
been fully committed to efforts towards ensuring the delivery of a substantial budget on time,
and will continue to work with all sides to ensure that the budget is finalised in a timely fashion.
We reiterate our request to the Secretariat and to all Member States to abide by the consistent
decisions of the General Assembly that no changes to the established budget methodology,
procedures and practices or to the financial regulations should be implemented without prior
review and approval by the General Assembly.

OU &KDUW WRGD\ HKH ZRUG KDV JURZQ HYHQ PRUH FRPSIH[ EHFDXVH RI IKH LQFUHDVLQJ FKDNHQJHV
DIIHFILQJ RXU GHYHIRSPHQI $V ZH UDNHG IRJHIKHU IR SXII IRUZDUG RXU FRUHFILYH HIIRUI LQFOXGLQJ Dl
IKH 6 = * 6 XPPLI DQG IKH 3UHSDUDIRU\ OLQLVIHULD) OHHILQJ IRV IKH 6XP P RIIKH ) XIXUH ZH
NQRZ ZKDII RXU SULRULILHV DUH DIKLV SRLQW LQ RUGHU IR WXUERFKDUJH IIKH 6 ® *V SUHSDUH IRU KH IXIXUH
DQG FRQIULEXIH IR JIRED) HIIRUIV IRZDUGV D IDW LQFIXVLYH DQG VXVIDLQDE(H IXIXUH IRU DI

,Q IIQH ZUIK WKLV ZH HFKR IKH FDWU IRU JUHDWHU ILQDQFLDI UHVRXUFHV DURFDIHG IRU 7HFKQLFDO
&RRSHUDILRQ DQG IKH =HYHIRSPHQI $FFRXQI IR VIUHQJIIKHQ VXSSRUIl IRU FRQFUHIH SURIHFIV JHDUHG
IRZDUGV SURPRILQJ GHYHIRSPHQI FDXVHV DQG FDSDFLN EXWGLQJ LQ WKH ILHIG

= H KDYH UHDIIWPHG RXU H[VILQJ FRPPUIPHQIV IKIRXJK IIKH 6 = *V DQG IKH 8QUHG 1DILRQV &KDUWHU
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