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_ Statement of H.E. Mr. Jan Kavan,
President of the 57th Session of the General Assembly,
on the 40th Anniversary of Africa Day

Mr. Chairman

His Excellency Mr. Kenneth Kaunda,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am extremely pleased to have this opportunity to address the commemoration of the 40th
Anniversary of Africa Day.

| would first like to take the opportunity to comment on this year's theme, which is very telling of
the current situation in the African continent. The theme of this year's commemoration, I'm sure,
resounds very deeply with every African, for a number of reasons, but primarily because of the
challenges Africa has faced and continues to endure, such as extreme poverty, HIV/AIDS, and in
a broad sense, her search for self-definition in this time of rapid globalization.

This year's observance bears special significance because it marks the first-year anniversary of
the African Union, the new voice of Africa, which was established to succeed her 4-decade-old
predecessor, the Organization of African Unity.

Through this design, the African continent earlier on envisioned the integration of all the
apparatus Africa would need to provide the framework, tools and common purpose needed to
achieve its goals in the next millennium.

Recently we witnessed the birth of a very important initiative - the New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD), which has forged a new path under the direction of Africa's leaders who,
unfettered by the constraints of external conditions, are tirelessly working towards the ultimate
goal of empowering and cultivating the potential of the African continent. The United Nations
had expressed its strong support to this initiative during last fall's deliberations on this issue, and
through resolution 57/2, the Assembly reaffirmed its conviction that, if given the essential
assistance and tools, Africa would succeed in achieving the aspirations envisaged by its leaders.

A large part of the assistance Africa needs lies in the areas of Infrastructure, Integration and
Development; moreover, Africa needs to find a way of strengthening the link between these
integral factors of development. These issues still need to be thoroughly reviewed as they lie at
the heart of the central mechanism that will allow the continent to build a stable foundation upon
which other mechanisms and developmental strategies can be built.






