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President of the 57th Session of the General Assembly,
on World Refugee Day

There are more than 40 million displaced people worldwide - about half of them children.
Uprooted from their homes and either “internally displaced” within their own countries or forced
to flee as refugees to other states, these people are caught in the difficult limbo between a
turbulent past and an uncertain future. On this third World Refugee Day, we salute the world’s
displaced people. We salute them for the courage and strength they demonstrate as they strive
toward better lives. And, since this year’s celebration is dedicated to refugee youth, we salute
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