


Excellency, 

~mtNT _.tON Of' 1tOt!i.~ 

TO ntE. Ufil'T'eD NATtON!. 
I'EItMAHiiON'MI$$ION Of' !lillllSlA 

m THE UNITEn NATlOlllS 

a June 2017 

Following the meetings of the IGN on &-9 May 2017, at which Member States discussed the linkages 
between three issues of the UNSC reform: (0 regional representation, (iQ size otan enlarged SecurIty Council 
and (Hi) categories of membership, we would like to kindly remind member states that the next meetings of 
the IGN will be held on 12 and 13 June 2017. 

The meetings Will taka place in the mornings of 12 and 13 June and are Intended to provide an opportunity 
for member states to have an in-depth· discussion on "the food for thoughtn elements that were discussed 
during the previous sessions. In this respect, we have herewith attached a revised version of the food for 
thought elements, 

We are grateful for the continued support from delegations and we continue to encourage delegations to 
maintain consultations with one another, to find ways of bringing posttions closer. 

the 



Co-Chairs IGN GA71 

ELEMENTS OF COMMONALITY 
AND ISSUES FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION 

Food for thought on the question of equitable representation and increase in the 
membership of the Security Council and related matters 

IGN GA71 session, 12-13 June 2017 

"The World Summit Outcome Document of 2005" adopted by the GA Resolution AlRES/60/1 

reaffirmed Member States commitment to strengthen the United Nations with a view to 
enhancing its authority and efficiency, as well as its capacity to address effectively, and in 
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter. It supports in this context an early 
reform of the Security Council as an essential element of the overall effort to reform the United 
Nations to make it more broadly representative, 
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I. Commonalities 

1. General 

a) The reform of the United Nations Security Council is in the interest of Member States and 
the United Nations system as a whole. 

b) The reform of the Security Council is a Member States driven process. 
c) The objective of reform is to make the Council more "broadly representative, efficient and 

transparent and thus to enhance its effectiveness and the legitimacy and implementation 
ofits decisions" (as stipulated by "the World Summit Outcome Document"). 

d) Member States consider that reform effeDf thafor.1 >>BDC 
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2. The relationship between the Security Council and the General Assembly 

In addition to the elements of convergence identified during IGN GA70 session, further 
ways to enhance the accountability of 



If new permanent members are approved: 

• the veto might be expanded to all permanent members; or 
• new permanent members might not benefit from the veto, which will be kept only 

by the current P5; or 

• the veto might be extended to new permanent members after a reviewing period. 

Progressive restraint / abolition of veto. 
- Voluntarily refrain to use the veto in cases of mass atrocities. 

Not altering the current arrangements with respect to the veto. 

6. Regional representation 

a) What might be the appropriate ratio between the number of SC members and GA 
members? 

b) What might be the appropriate ratio between the number of SC non-permanent 
members and number of countries in regional groups? 

c) Would it be appropriate to examine the ratio between the number of SC non
permanent members and the number of permanent members? 

d) The question of whether a country represents only itself in the SC, or its region, or the 
whole of UN membership needs further clarifications. UN Charter, Article 24, para 1: 
"In order to ensure prompt and effective action by the United Nations, its Members 
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