
1 
 

Held in the ECOSOC Chamber in the UN Headquarters in New York on October 29, 2010 

 
By 

Soogil Young, Ph.D. 
Chairman 

Presidential Committee on Green Growth 
Republic of Korea 

 
Your Excellency Ambassador Ms. Enkhtsetseg Ochir, Mr. Muhammad Aslam Chaudhry, 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
It is a great honor for me to be invited to this conference this morning to present my view on green 
economy in the context of sustainable development  which is one of the two themes to be addressed 
by the UN Conference on Sustainable Development to be held in Brazil in 2012.   
 
The background note on this conference poses the following two specific questions to this conference 
on the subject matter: 
 
Does green economy offer a useful framework for capturing synergies among the three pillars of 
sustainable development, or are the trade-offs more apparent? 
 
What are the benefits, costs and risks of pursuing a green economy, green growth path?   
 
Through most of my limited time, I would like to focus on the first one above. And by way of answering 
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highway.  The consequent pollution, emission, and traffic were made worse by the proliferation of 
numerous metal ware and other kinds of small retail wholesale outlet shops on both sides of the 
ground-level road.   
 
All together, the long elevated highway and its neighborhoods were a very ugly dirty-looking sight, a 
glaring symbol of Korea s early brown growth era of compressed development.  .   
 
During 2003-2005, Mayor Lee Myung-bak boldly abolished the elev
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The complex meandering bus lines were reorganized and streamlined into a neat system, consisting 
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its environmental, economic and social dimensions.   
 
Building a High Speed Rail Network across Korea 
 
I now turn to my third and final example of a green growth project in Korea.   
 
Early last month, the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs announced a bold plan to 
expand the national railroad network linking all regional hub cities and to make all railroads high-
speed at the same time before the end of this decade. 
 
When completed, the new national high-speed rail network, or the KTX network as it is also called, 
will allow transportation of passengers and cargoes between any two rail stations in the country within 
one hour and a half at most.  The new KTX network will be supplemented with the construction of the 
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controversies.   
 
When completed, the new KTX network will facilitate dispersion of businesses, plants and population 
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vulnerable to these risks.    
 
These risks point to the desirability of creating a network of those countries who are all commonly 
pursuing green growth and want to share their experiences and good practices with one another for 
mutual, collaborative learning.   
 
Better still, there can be an international think and consulti


