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 . Such examples relate to how ICT can improve people’s 

health – b y  l i n k i n g  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s  t o  h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  a s s i s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  

decision makers in health planning
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 -  b o l s t e r i n g  education or stepping up agricultural productivity.  

ICTs can also enable people’s participation in decision- making and in the lives of their communities. 

They can help boost the availability of data and information on education, health, finance such as 

go vernment spending, social welfare, labour information and environment.  

The need to harness the transformational potential of ICT and broadband to support the 

implementation of the SDGs has long been underscored by the Secretary - General and the Broadband 

C o mmission on Sustainable development created in 2010 at his request
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 . The Commission has 

underscored notably the role of ICT in strengthening resilience of critical infrastructure and helping 

to overcome social and economic exclusion.   

The benefits of ICT s however are not available to all.  The first progress report on Progress towards 

the SDGs presented to the high- level political forum on sustainable development underscores that 

“Fixed - broadband services remain largely unaffordable and unavailable across  much of the 

population in developing regions, highlighting digital divides in access to high- speed, high - capacity 

Internet services” (E/2016/75 para 119). The report indicates that:  

 “By 2015, fixed- broadband penetration had reached 29 per cent in developed regions, but 

 only 7.1 per cent and 0.5 per cent, respectively, in developing regions and the least developed 

 countries. Major disparities are also found in Internet use. In developing regions, one third of 

 the population is  online versus 1 in 10 people in the least developed countries. Data also 
 reveal that more men than women are online.” 
                                                           
1 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52102#.V8WYqD4rLZs 
2 How ICT can accelerate action on SDGs, Earth Institute of Columbia University and Ericcson, 2016. 
3 United Nations E-government Survey, 2016. 
4 http://www.broadbandcommission.org/about/Pages/default.aspx 
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Target 9.c of the SDGs therefore calls for significantly increasing access to ICT and providing 
universal and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020. The 2030 
Agenda also launched the Technology Facilitation Mechanism (TFM) which is a key instrument to 
mobilize and support cooperation in support of science, technology and innovation for the SDGs. 
The forum convened for the first time in June 2016 showcased ICT and other technology solutions in 
support of the SDGs. The related SDG Goal 17.8 calls for fully operationalizing the technology bank 
and science, technology and innovation capacity-building mechanism for least developed countries 
by 2017 and enhancing the use of enabling technology, in particular information and 
communications technology.  
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stakeholders thus have a responsibility in mobilizing international and national collective action to 
leverage ICT for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  
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