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Introduction 

The General Assembly Second Committee and the Economic and Social Council will hold a joint 

meeting on 11 October 2017. The joint meeting will engage in an open, multi-disciplinary discussion 

on “The future of everything – sustainable development in the age of rapid technological change.”
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improved algorithms have spurred progress in artificial intelligence, the consequences of the latter for 

human interactions in all aspects of life have only started to be felt. We may truly be at the beginning 

of what has been referred to as the ‘Fourth Industrial Revolution’1. 

For the global workforce, there are negative and positive aspects to these profound changes underway 

in technology, while some of their effects are yet unknown. It has been estimated that over a billion 

jobs are “automatable” with the use of current technologies, and the emergence of 3-D printing has 

the potential to disrupt and revolutionize existing production patterns. Innovation and technological 

advances will act as catalysts for the transformation of the global economy, and societies at large in 

the upcoming decades. 

In other areas, technological innovation is continuing to helping increase the productivity of arable 

land, offering solutions for climate-smart agriculture, as well as for agro-based industrial development 

to foster food security. Progress in medical research to cure diseases and to design personalized 

treatments for patients is also promising.  

In many of these areas, ethical questions arise, questioning how technological advancements which, 

if not addressed, risk to undermine existing societal norms. Similarly, the challenge of cybersecurity 

and the increasing use of drones reveal the need to shape new policies and regulations to provide 

frameworks for the transparent use of big data and artificial intelligence.  

However, public response is lagging technological progress. Governments are widely seen as being 

behind the curve on many of these technological changes. Yet, they are required to partner with 

industries, academia and civil society to ensure th
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Format  

The joint meeting will take the form of a three-hour expert panel presentation and interactive 

discussion. Presenters will be drawn from Government, academia, the private sector, and civil society. 

The meeting will be chaired jointly by the President of the Council and the Chair of the Second 

Committee. It will be moderated by an experienced and well-known expert journalist. 

The joint meeting will be supported by Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination of DESA. Feedback 

has been received from ITU, WIPO, UNCTAD and UNESCO, as well as other DESA Divisions. Key 

institutional and other stakeholders in the areas of technology, innovation as well as trade and 

investment will be invited to provide inputs for the substantive preparation of the meeting. 
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