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1. Introduction 

The constraints resulting from physical distancing requirements associated with the COVID-19 

pandemic, which impacted the work of the General Assembly throughout the seventy-fifth session, 

will continue to impact the work of the main part of the seventy-sixth session of the General Assembly, 

including with respect to its six main committees. With a focus on the health and safety of the delegates 

and secretariat staff, this paper outlines the options for the business continuity of the Second 

Committee for the seventy-sixth session under the continued extraordinary circumstances.  They shall 

apply only to the seventy-sixth session and would not set a precedent for any future sessions. 

As was the case during the seventy-fifth session, it is necessary for each Main Committee to reduce 

the number of in-person formal plenary meetings convened during the seventy-sixth session and to 

coordinate the duration and timing of such meetings.  

Taking into account the advice regarding business continuity and suggested provision of conference 

services during the main part of the seventy-sixth session of the General Assembly circulated with the 

letter of the President of the General Assembly addressed to all Permanent Representatives and 

Permanent Observers dated 27 September 2021, the Bureau recommends that the work of the 

Committee proceed on the basis of the option, whereby the meetings for the general debate and for 

action on draft resolutions will be held in person, while meetings for the general discussions will be 

held as informal meetings on a virtual platform. Subject to the availability of a conference room, the 

joint meeting of the Committee and the Economic and Social Council will be held as an in-person 

meeting, which would mark an improvement compared to the seventy-fifth session. 

The informal paper will be updated considering the feedback and comments received from Member 

States. The measures suggested here are subject to revision based on the evolving situation 

surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and related safety and health guidelines of the UNHQ. 

2. Programme of work of the Second Committee 

In light of the implications of the measures surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and expected 

continued limitations on the convening of in-
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6. Joint meeting of the Committee with the Economic and Social Council, dialogue with the 

Executive Secretaries of the regional commissions and side events 
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8.1 Options for draft resolutions:  

Based on interactions with delegations, in order to limit the time to be spent in negotiations, due to 

the limitations imposed by the measures related to COVID-19, while recognizing the need for the 

Committee to provide critical policy guidance, the Bureau recommends the arrangements below for 

the resolutions to be considered by the Committee at its seventy-sixth session. While these 

arrangements build on the modalities of the seventy-fifth session, it should be clear for all that they 

will only apply to the seventy-sixth session and do not set a precedent. They will also be without 

prejudice to the right of Member States to state their position on redline issues contained in any 

resolution.   

For all recurring resolutions, the following would apply: 

Draft proposals would present all paragraphs as adopted in previous resolutions, with technical 

updates, to include: 

�x One cross-cutting preambular paragraph on 
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