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Process comparison: oral statements vs PBI reports

Oral statement PBI report

Informing the main committee 
No resolution involving expenditure shall 
be recommended by a committee for 
approval by the General Assembly unless 
it is accompanied by an estimate of 
expenditures prepared by the Secretary-
General

Oral statement: memo signed by 

the Director, PPBD

PBI report of the Secretary-

General to the main committee, 

e.g. A/C.3/76/L.88

Budget request / proposal Proposed programme budget PBI report of the Secretary-

General to the fifth committee 

A/C.5/76/18

Adoption by the General 

Assembly of substantive 

resolution

After the main committee adoption, 

prior to the consideration of the 

fifth committee

After consideration of the fifth 

committee



What triggers a PBI

Directed to the Secretary-General, 

their representative, UN entities 

and programmes

Directed to external parties: the 

overall UN common system, civil 

society, member States

“Requests”, “decides”

(new activities)

Request the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the 

Department of Global Communications of the 

Secretariat to launch a public information 

campaign for the commemoration of the twentieth 

anniversary of the adoption of the Durban 

Declaration and Programme of Action […]

Requests the United Nations system as a whole to 

cooperate fully with the commission of inquiry and to 

respond promptly to any request made by it, 




