ANNEX

At the 30th International Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference in November 2007, the
Austrian government made the following pledges, partly in cooperation with the Austrian Red

Cross:
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the Protection of the Emblem of the Red Cross entered into force. This law contains an array

of clauses which, in comparison to the former law dating from 1962, strengthen the recognition
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(4) In the realisation of the service for tracing missing persons, the transmission of Red Cross family
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Problem:

Since the entry into force of the federal law from 27 June 1962 on the Protection of the Emblem and the Name of
the Red Cross (Red Cross Protection Law), BGBI. {Federal Law Gazette] No. 196/1962, humanitarian international
law has further developed, particularly through the adoption of the two Protocols I and II to the Geneva
Conventions in 1977, BGBL. No. 527/1982, as well as Protocol IIT in 2005. Furthermore, the interstate
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Goal:

Creation of international legal obligations and Austria’s foreign-policy commitments corresponding to the
Austrian Red Cross as well as adequate protection of the emblems protected according to the Geneva
Conventions and Additional Protocols.

Contents:




Explanations

1. General Part
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August 1949 (in the following: Geneva Conventions) were ratified according to constitutional approval through
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The jurisdiction of the Federal Government for regulation of this subject matter is based on Art. 10 Para. 1 Z 12,
Art, 10 Para. 1 Z 15, Art. 10 Para. 1 Z 8 and Art. 16 Para. 4 B-VG [Austrian Federal Constitutional Law]. Pursuant to
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good time, the jurisdiction for such measures devolves upon the Federal Government, in particular also for
enactment of the necessary laws. Even in the explanatory remarks regarding the Red Cross Protection Law of
1962 it was deemed that a sufficient period had already passed (eight years) since the ratification of the Geneva



] guthorities.in their humanitarian activity as aid societies and gre snhieet to resnective nationgUJaws_they
must nevertheless preserve an independence which allows them to at all times to act in accordance with
the principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

VOLUNTARY SERVICE. Genuine help requires no self-interest.

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement embody voluntary and altruistic help without any desire for
gain.

UNITY. In every country united and open for all.

There can only be one single national Red Cross or Red Crescent society in any country. It must be open
to all and carry out their humanitarian activity in the entire territory.

UNIVERSALITY. The humanitarian obligation worldwide.

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, in which all national societies have the same rights and the
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Austria (Resolution 1 from 6 December 2003).
The supporting position of national societies vis-a-vis the authorities in the fulfilment of state tasks, which ensue
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Crescent Societies have a special legal position as “auxiliary to the public authorities” (supporter of the
authorities). Between state and national society there is a partnership which shall prevent and alleviate human
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only whilst they are on duty (Arlt. 20 Para. 2 and 3).

The medical and pastoral care personnel as well as the medical units and means of transport are to be rendered
recognisable in accordance with Art. 18 of Protocol I. Medical units and means of transport will be provided
with the distinctive emblem with the approval of the responsible agency in accordance with Para. 4. Art. 23 of
Protocol I describes the designation of medical ships and other medical watercraft.

To § 8 Para. 1:
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the Patent Office it will be pnm"mly exammed whether a similarity exists with already existing brands or
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1970 BGBI. No. 260/ 1970 in the pxevalhng versxon from which it ensues that m the course of trademark
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