
Mauritius has no legislation (as is the case with most countries) which caters specifically for

its courts to have universal jurisdiction.
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Courts have territorial jurisdiction unless the law expressly provides for

extraterritorial jurisdiction, as in the following cases:

(a) The Dangerous [!r.ggs~

It is an offence for any person. in any place outside Mauritius, to do an act preparatory to

or in furthet'ance of the commission of an offence which falls under the Dangerous Drugs

Act. The relevant section reads as follows:

29 Pellaltyfor unlawfidactivlt:ks
(1) (...)
(2) Anypersonwho -

(a) in Mauritius aids, abas, cau11sels or J)'tOCUrt!S the commission in a"y place outside
MauritiusororunlawfidMauritiuswould bean Q/fcnce against this A",t
and which A' punishahleunder any cOfYtJ:Jponding law in fort:ein that place,'
(b) tn au"y p.latil outsitlt Jy[aurltiu3, does any act preparatory to or in filrtherancc of the
commission in Mauritiusofan offence againstthis Act,

shall commit an Offtffl.CQ and shall on convit.'/i.on be liabk to IIIfine not exceeding 500,000 rupees and
to imprisonmentfOT' a rcrln norexceeding 15years.

(b) 1'h@P,"ventiggot'TgrorlgAcr

Section 30 ofthe Prevention ofTerrorism Act provides for the extra-territorial jurisdiction of
Mauritian courts to by specific offences under the Act where these have been done or
completed outside Mauritius and where such offence may be linked to Mauritius or ro a
citizen ofMauritius.

Section 30: '~ Mauritian Court: shaD. have jurisdiction to /.riY an offence and illflict the penalties
specified in this Aa where the act cQtJStituting the ()ffenc~ undersections 3. 4, S. 6, 7, J2 and 15, has been
d01't1! orcompleted outside Mauritius and»

(a) the victim is a titU:en of the .Republic of Mauritius 01' has an 1!jft,:1,ive link with
Mautitiu..'l or is dealing with or on behdljofthe Govemmen: cf'.Mauritius;
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(b) the alleged q/fender is in Mauritius; or

(e) the alleged offindttr is in Mauritius, and Mauritius does not extraditehim. n

Mauritian courts are given the power, under this Act, to try offences and inflict penalties

where a person who is charged with having committed an offence under this Act is found

within the jurisdiction ofMauritius, provided that the person is either (1) a Mauritian citizen

having committed the offence on board any Mauritian ship on the high seas, in any foreign

port or on board any foreign. vessel to which he does not belong or (2) is not a Mauritius

citizen but is charged with having committed the offence on board a Mauritius ship on the

high seas 01', in the case ofa stowaway,.in a foreign COUDnY.

It is also an offence for a master or seafarer. who is employed on a Mauritian ship, to do any

act or omission in relation to property or person, done outside Mauritius, and. which would

constitute an offence under the laws of Mauritius. The Mauritian courts would in this case

also have jurisdiction to try that person.
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(iii) on boardany foreignship to which he doesnot belong; or

(h) is not a Maunt/us citizen and is chargtd with having committed

wi(iii)


