Universal Jurisdiction in the Republic of Korea
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Upon providing the United Nations with information on the domestic application of the
Principle of Universal Jurisdiction, the Republic of Korea first and foremost makes
clear the premise that the concept of universal jurisdiction discussed herein is confined
to criminal, not civil, jurisdiction; and that universal jurisdiction shall mean the power
wielded by a state to punish certain crimes, which by themselves fall outside its territory,
nationality or special state interest, on behalf of the entire international community.

2. The Foundation of Universal Jurisdiction in Korean Domestic Law
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even if it is entirelv unconnected to the crime itself  Attached is a_list_pfdpeaties
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incorporating the aut dedere aut judicare principle, which Korea has acceded to and
ratified.  As we shall see below, one among them, previously, has enabled the Korean
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concept.

3. Universal Jurisdiction in Judicial Practice

The Korean judiciary has rarely exercised universal jurisdiction but there is one
prominent case which is said to be relevant with universal jurisdiction. In 1983, a
group of Chinese hijacked a Chinese domestic aircraft in flight; after inflicting gunshot
wounds on several flight attendants, they forced the plane to land at a regional Korean
airport. The Korean Supreme Court ruled that, while jurisdiction primarily belongs to
the state of the aircraft’s registration, namely China, considering Articles 1, 3, 4 and 7 of
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to implement any treaties to which Korea is a party and which incorporate the auf
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were legislated for some of the treaties, and they make clear the legal grounds on which












