Report of Colombia on the status of the Protocols relating
to the protection of victims of armed conflicts

Action taken by the State to comply with resolution 63/125

Paragraphs 2 and 3

Colombia is already a party to the Protocols (see A/63/118, annex) and has
made the declaration provided for under article 90 of Protocol I.

Paragraph 4

Colombia is a party to Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in
the Event of Armed Conflict and the two Protocols thereto. It has enacted
legislation establishing Colombia’s adherence to a wide range of treaties on
international humanitarian law and human rights. The subjects dealt with in these
treaties include: protection of artistic and scientific institutions and historical
monuments, ban on the illicit import, export and transfer of cultural property,
involvement of children in armed conflict, ban on anti-personnel mines,
conventional weapons deemed to be excessively injurious, genocide, enforced
disappearance, torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment, the death
penalty, discrimination against women, violence against women, racial
discrimination and apartheid.

Paragraph 5

As regards the wide dissemination and full implementation of the Protocols
relating to the protection of victims of armed conflicts, in January 2008 the
Ministry of Defence issued a comprehensive policy paper on human rights and
international humanitarian law. This added political weight to the process of
integrating international humanitarian law into the training of personnel and
conduct of operations.

Paragraphs 6 and 7

To strengthen the implementation of international humanitarian law, in 2009
Colombia adopted an instrument that regulates the use of force by the military. In
addition, the Commander-in-Chief of the Military Forces issued a manual of law
governing operations which provides general guidance on the authorized use of
force in different operational contexts and describes the legal tools available to
check on the legality of operations. The manual is intended for use not only by
military commanders but also by legal advisers, judicial authorities and the
general public.

Paragraph 8

Colombia enlisted the support of the International Committee of the Red
Cross for the organization of two workshops concerned with the improved
implementation of international humanitar



the adaptation of national measures to the obligations contained in treaties to
which Colombia is a party and to the recommendations of international
organizations.



