
The Permanent Mission of Ttaly to the United Nations presents its 
compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations and has the honor to refer to 
its Note Verbale n. LA/COD/59/1 dated 20 January 201 1 lvhjch, making reference 
to par. 3 of General Assembly Resolution 65/33 of 6 December 201 0, requested 
Member States to provide information and obsmations 

- recalling that it bas already provided preliminary 
views last year (see Note Verbale n. 2410, dated 21 May 2010) - would like to 
provide additional observations, which are in attachment to the present Note 
Verbale. 

The Permanent Mission of Italy to the United Nations avails itsclf of this 
opportunity to  ren,ew to the Secretariat of the United Nations the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 

----------"-IC---------------------------"-m"--- 

The Secretariat of the United Nations 
Office of Legal. Affairs 
Codification Division 
New Y ork 



The fight against irnpuni,ty is a common goal shared by TSN Member States. 
Universal jurisdiction stands for the principle that atrocities such as genocide, war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and torture arc so heinous and so universally 
abhorred that any State is entitled to prosecute these crimes in its national courts 
regardless of where they were committed and o f  the nationality of the perpetrators or 
the victims. 

Italy exercises universal jurisdiction over crimes against international law. 
According to a broad provision in the Italian Criminal Code (article 7, 5 5), the 
foreigner that commits a crime abroad is punished under Italian law wfien,ever this is 
provided for by special legislation, or by international convsntions. Italy has pledged 
to co-operate in the suppression of all serious crimes by adopting multilateral 
conventions, bilateral and multilateral extradition treaties and treaties providing for 
mutual legal assistance in criminal matters. 
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