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Señor Presidente, 

Tengo el honor de intervenir en nombre de los miembros de la Comunidad de 

Estados Latinoamericanos y del Caribe-CELAC. 

Si bien nuestra organización fue creada formalmente hace poco menos de un 

año, es bien conocida la tradición de los países que la integran en materia de respeto y 

promoción del derecho internacional. 

Desde la época de la independencia, nuestros países proclamaron 







En este sentido, recordamos que en enero de este ano, de conformidad con la 

resolución 66/97, el Secretario General formuló un llamado de urgencia a todos los 

Estados miembros a sumarse al esfuerzo de la difusión, enseñanza y aprendizaje del 

derecho internacional. Queremos sumarnos a este llamado y solicitar a aquellos 

Estados que estén en capacidad de hacerlo a que consideren la posibilidad de efectuar 

contribuciones voluntarias con este fin. Como lo indica el Secretario General en su 

informe, en ausencia de tales contribuciones el proceso de ampliación de la Biblioteca 

Audiovisual se verá seriamente afectado. 

- Publicaciones sumarnos 



esfuerzos posibles para mantener actualizada esta colección y para asegurar su más 

amplia divulgación al interior de cada país. 

Así mismo, saludamos con complacencia la aparición de un volumen especial de 

la interior l a  l a  l a  l a  l a  la la la la l a  



Consideramos que es de suma importancia redoblar los esfuerzos para 

aumentar estos recursos. Por esta razón, los países de la CELAC urgimos a los 

Estados a incrementar el número y volumen de las contribuciones voluntarias que 

tienen como destino específico las actividades del Programa y le pedimos a la 

Secretaría del Programa que siga explorando medidas alternativas que permitan 

remediar esta situación. CELAC quisiera hacerse eco de las preocupaciones del 

Comité Consultivo del Programa de Asistencia acerca de la permanencia a largo plazo 

del Programa sobre la sola base de aportes voluntarios. La importancia del Programa, 

no solo para los países en desarrollo sino que para toda la comunidad internacional, 

junto con sus costos anuales totales, nos llevan a proponer que en la próxima sesión se 

examinen alternativas de financiamiento a largo plazo del Programa. 

Muchas gracias señor Presidente, 



Mr Chairman, 

1 have the honor to speak on behalf of the members of the Community of Latín 

American and Caribbean States-CELAC. 

Although it has been only a year since the establishment of our organization, 



We also take note that in the same report the results of the most recent meeting 

of the Consultative Committee for the Programme -in which severa! members of CELAC 

take active part- as well as information related to specialized fields such as Oceans and 

the Law of the Sea or lnternational Trade Law are recorded. Likewise, we are grateful 

for today's briefing by Ms Virginia Morris, whose commitment at the head of the 

Secretariat of the Programme is well-known to all delegates at the Sixth Committee. 

Mr Chairman, 

Among the several aspects included in the Report we consider convenient to 

highlight the following: 

- Scho/arships and courses 

The scholarships and courses on international law -including the well-known 

summer courses at The 



contributions to that end. The year 2012 marks the 30th anniversary of the opening far 

signature of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. We would like to call on Member 

States to make efforts to support its Trust Fund. 

- lnformation resources 

The Legal Affairs Office deserves a word of praise from all of us far the hard work 

put into establishing and maintaining 26 international law-related web sites, which 



to the materials compiled in signature publications like the legislative series and the 

summaries of advisory opinions and 



Not surprisingly, perusal of the section in the Report concerning the planned 

execution of the Programme in the biennium 2012-2013 reveals that the question of 

financing is crucial. 

The Report records in paragraph 35 that in its resolution 66/97 the General 

Assembly requested the Secretary General to allocate in the budget for the next 

biannual programs the necessary resources for the Programme of Assistance, with the 

purpose of maintaining its effectiveness and enlargement. The SG was also directed to 

organize periodic regional courses of lnternational Law and to assure the viability of the 

Audiovisual Library of lnternational Law of the United Nations. Moreover, the Assembly 

reiterated its call for Member States, organizations, institutions and persons interested 

to make voluntary contributions to finance the activities of the Programme. 

We consider that it is of paramount importance to redouble efforts to increase 

such resources. For this reason, the countries of CELAC urge ali States, increase the 

number and volume of their voluntary contributions aimed at financing the activities of 

the Programme and request the Secretariat of the Programme to keep exploring 

alternative ways that permit to remedy this situation. But also CELAC would like to echo 

the Advisory Committee on the Programme of Assistance in its concern about the long­

term sustainability of keeping the Programme under voluntary contributions only. The 

importance of the Programme not only for developing countries but for the whole 

international community, together with its overall cost, lead us to propase the 

examination at the next session, of the long-term sustainability of the Programme and 

alternative ways of financing. 

Thank you very much. 


