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Moreover, many of the EU civilian crisis management operations carried out by the European 
Union in the context of its Common Security and Defence Policy focus on the rule of law. 
The most prominent example is the EU's Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo under the general 
framework of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244. In the context of the EU 
Integrated Rule of Law Mission for Iraq, the EU contributes to the establishment of a 
professional Iraqi criminal justice system based on the rule of law. 

Furthermore, the European Union and its Member States are committed to building societies 
resilient to conflict. While commending the substantial progress made in this area, we 
emphasise the need to devote our common efforts to improving the strategic and effective 
assistance in conflict and post-conflict situations by ensuring greater quality, coordination and 
coherence of the engagement of the UN and its members. In particular, the events of the Arab 
Spring represent a historic opportunity to build greater respect for human rights, democracy, 
dignity and prosperity, and efficient rule of law systems in the Southern Mediterranean and to 
reach the benefits that will come with it. In response the EU has developed a new strategy for 
a changing European neighbourhood. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Recognising the cross-cutting nature of the rule of law, we are counting 


