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Mr. Chairman, 

Israel welcomes the opportunity to engage in a meaningful and professional exchange of views on the 

important issue of the rule of law at the national and international levels. This agenda item is continuously 

debated in various UN fora, yet it remains an area with much to discuss. In this respect, 
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Mr. Chairman, 

Israel recognizes that upholding true rule of law in a democracy presents significant challenges, in 

particular when confronting terrorism. The Israel Supreme Court regularly adjudicates on matters of 

national security even at the height of hostilities and active warfare. These are the most difficult cases for 

a judge in a democracy, as articulated by a former President of the Supreme Court, Professor Aharon 

Barak, in a famous judgment proscribing certain interrogation methods of suspected terrorists (and I 

quote): 

"This is the fate of democracy, as not all means are acceptable to it, and not all methods employed by its 

enemies are open to it. Sometimes, a democracy must fight with one hand tied behind its back. 

Nonetheless, it has the upper hand. Preserving the rule of law and recognition of individual liberties 

constitute an important component of its understanding of security. At the end of the day, they strengthen 

its spirit and strength and allow it to overcome its difficulties." (end of quote.) 

Furthermore, our Court continually conducts careful, but rigorous scrutiny and review of parliamentary 

legislation, executive policy and administrative action. In doing so it enjoys the highest degree of 

confidence by the Israeli public. 

The broad rules of standing before our Supreme Court allow citizens and non-citizens alike, as well as 



on a regular basis. To that effect, Israel established a joint inter-ministerial team headed by a Deputy 

Attorney General in order to consider means to implement relevant recommendations of the various treaty 

bodies. 

With respect to the valuable contribution of international tribunals to the rule of law, we join other 

delegations in emphasizing the importance of complementarity and stressing that it is the primary 

responsibility of States to investigate and prosecute violations of international law. We also support the 

ongoing UN activities and initiatives for capacity building and technical assistance as detailed in the 

Secretary-General's report, as well as the individual contribution of states to this effort. Israel has been 

engaged in technical assistance and capacity building efforts in Africa and elsewhere. 

Mr. Chairman, 
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