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Mr. Chairman, 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. 

Mr. Chairman, 
The Non-Aligned Movement have been following this item with high 

interest and believes that respect for the rule of law at the national and 
international levels is essential to maintaining international peace and security and 
achieving socioeconomic development. In this regard the Movement actively and 
constructively engaged in the consultations leading to the adoption of the outcome 
document of the General Assembly High-Level Meeting on "the Rule of Law at 
the National and International Levels" led by co-facilitators, distinguished 
Ambassadors of Mexico and Denmark. 

Apart from the contents of the document and how balanced it is, convening 
that meeting was itself a milestone and an important step in the General 
Assembly's discussions of the rule of law aiming to develop a common 
understanding among Member States. We will spare no efforts to continue the 
course of discussions in the Sixth Committee, as part of the General Assembly and 
in cooperation with other partners, to achieve to the elaboration of a commonly 
shared clear vision and understanding on all components of the rule of law at the 
national and international levels. 



The Non-Aligned Movement reiterates its position that it is indispensable to 
maintain the balance in developing the national and international dimensions of 
the rule of law. We continue to believe that the rule of law from the international 
dimension needs greater attention by the Organization. The Charter of the United 
Nations and the principles enshrined therein provide normative guidance as to the 
basis of the rule of law at the international levels. In this context the Non-Aligned 
Movement believes that the following elements are essential in fostering 
international relations based on the rule of law: 

- The principle of sovereign equality of States entails that all States have 
equal opportunity to participate in law making processes at the 
international levels; 

- All States should equally respect and comply with their obligations under 
treaty as well as customary international law. Also, selective application 
of international law must be avoided; 

- The legitimate and legal rights of States under international law must be 
respected; 

- The principle of the prohibition of the threat or use of force in 
international relations of States and peaceful settlement of disputes should 
constitute the cornerstone of the rule oflaw at the international level. In 
this regard, it is essential that Member States remain committed to a rule­
based regime in the conduct of their respective relations with other 
Member States. 

The Non-Aligned Movement encourages States to resort to pacific 
settlement disputes mechanisms and tools established under international law, 
including the International Court of Justice and treaty based courts such as 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, as well as arbitration. We also call 
upon the General Assemblyu8gcourts resort 



The Non-Aligned Movement stresses that the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations Charter and the principles of international law are paramount to 
peace and security, rule of law, economic development and social progress and 
human rights for all. In this context, 




