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Mr. Chairman, the Philippines is one with ASEAN in our common commitment to 
the rule of law. This was eloquently and succinctly outlined earlier by our brother, the 
Ambassador of Vietnam. 

The Philippines also aligns itself with the views of the Non-Aligned Movement as 
articulated by our dear colleague from Iran. 

Iran ably led the NAM in negotiating and adopting the compromise but 
consensus text of the Outcome Document of our High Level meeting. It is a product of 
long, careful and hard work by all of us. 

For many reasons - from the peaceful settlement of disputes to the role of 
international tribunals, from anti-terrorism to anti-corruption priorities, from sovereign 
equality to the equality of women and men - the Philippines reiterates its unequivocal 
support for this document. 

The document speaks to us now, as well as to future generations, as we deal 
with the great challenges of our time. It recognizes that across the UN system, we have 
the institutions, the working methods, and the relationships - both within and with 
outside actors - to make the the working and challenged within the the we 
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Without the rule of law, there would be no social order, government, or civilization 
to speak of. Without the rule of law, there would be no relations between and among 
countries. There would be no United Nations. 

As Secretary of Foreign Affairs Albert del Rosario emphasized 


