


Mr. Chairman, 

My delegation will address today the following Chapters of the International Law 
Commission's Report: Chapter VI: Protection of Persons in the event of disasters, Chapter 
VII: Formation and evidence of customary international law and Chapter VIII: Provisional 
application of treaties and Chapter IX: Protection of the environment in relation to armed 
conflicts. 

A. Chapter VI: Protection of Persons in the event of disasters 

Mr Chairman, 

I wish first of all to thank the Special Rapporteur, Mr Eduardo Valencia Ospina, for his sixth 
report dealing with a number of issues in the context of this topic and, in particular, with 
prevention, including disaster risk reduction, prevention as a principle of international law, 
and international cooperation on prevention. The report also makes proposals for draft 
articles 5 ter (Cooperation for disaster risk reduction) and 16 (Duty to prevent) . Greece also 
thanks the Commission for having adopted the report of the Drafting Committee on draft 
articles 5 bis and 12 to 15, and on draft articles 5 ter and 16 as well as the commentaries to 
draft articles 5 bis, 5 ter and 12 to 16. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Greece, a country often hit by various natural or environmental disasters (such as earthquakes 
or wildfires) has been following actively and with great interest the work of the Commission 

on this topic since 2008 when the Special Rapporteur presented his first Report and has 

commented on all the subsequent Reports of the Special Rapporteur and of the ILC in 2009, 
2010 and 2012. 1 

Regarding the present Report, we would like first to make some comments on draft articles 

Ster and 16 on the reduction of the risk of disasters . The Special Rapporteur and the 
Commission rightly identified the need for a provision providing for international 

cooperation in article Ster. They also followed a pragmatic approach as to the specifics of the 
duty to reduce the risk of disasters through domestic legislation ( article 16 par. 1) and/or 

through other specific measures and actions ( article 16 par. 2) such as risk assessment, 

collection of relevant information or early warning systems. 

However, the duty of cooperation which is enshrined in article Ster is not set on an entirely 

clear basis in the draft articles. Greece would prefer a straightforward reference to article Ster 

to be included in article 16. In our view the linkage between these two provisions is not clear 

but derives rather indirectly since the wording of article 16 does not specify any 'right to ask 

for cooperation' from the part of the State which has the duty to reduce the risk. In our view 

the importance of the measures that 'each State' has to take (in order to reduce the risk of 
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above parties and those which do not apply it provisionally, especially if the treaty itself does 
not provide for this possibility and such provisional application is agreed by means of a 
separate agreement, which may be tacit. Moreover, regarding the position of non-signatory or 

acceding States wishing to provisionally apply a multilateral treaty, we would like to 

underline that it flows from the text of Article 25 that it belongs to "negotiating States", e.g. 
States "which took part in the drawing up and adoption of the text of a treaty" ( see Article 2 

(I) (e) of the Vienna Convention) to decide to provisionally apply it or not. 

D. Chapter IX: Protection of the environment in relation to armed conflicts 

Mr. Chairman, 

While topics such as the the 


