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Mr. Chairman, 

My delegation would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you and other members of the 

bureau on your election to steer this committee during this 68'" session of the General Assembly. We 

assure you of our full support. From the onset, Kenya would like to align herself with the statement 

made on behalf of the Non-aligned Movement by the distinguished delegate of Iran. 

Mr. Chairman, 

This debate on measures to eliminate international terrorism may not have come at a more opportune 

time for Kenya. As you are aware, we are just coming to terms with the heinous and cowardly attack 

at the Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi which occurred on 21'" September and which the AI-Qaida 

linked extremist group AI-Shabaab claimed responsibility for. My delegation would also like to take 

this opportunity to thank all the Member States that have expressed their solidarity and extended 

goodwill to us following this attack. 

Mr. Chairman, 

There have been a number of terrorist attacks in churches and entertainment places in the North 

Eastern part of Kenya before and after the Westgate attack, which did not receive as much 

international media attention. However, they too cost lives and caused damage to property and were 

condemned in equal measure by Kenyans. Even though the extremist group AI-Shabaab responsible 

for these attacks have vowed to continue such attacks until Kenyan troops leave Somalia, these 

attacks only strengthen our resolve in the war against terrorism and Kenya will continue with its 

international obligations not only to ensure peace and security in Somalia but in the region as a 

whole. 

Mr. Chairman, 

In addition, around the same time as the Nairobi attack, the international community witnessed similar 

senseless terrorist attacks in Nigeria, Pakistan and Iraq. This is a clear indication that extremist 

groups the world over are adopting new strategies in spreading violent extremism. Terrorist acts 

cannot be condoned, or justified in any way whatsoever, as they constitute flagrant violations of 

human rights and international law. Such acts also endanger national, regional and international 

peace and security. Kenya as other members of the international community condemns and rejects 

the use of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as we believe that terrorism cannot be justified 

for whatever reasons, or for whatever causes. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Hom of Africa and the Great Lakes Region in which Kenya is situated is prone to terrorism due to 

a number of factors directly linked to international peace and security. These factors include; regional 

instability due to the numerous ongoing conflicts, proliferation of small arms and light weapons 
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(SALW), piracy off the coast of Somalia, the huge humanitarian challenge and refugee crisis created 

by 




