


Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ambassador Kanda, the Coordinator for dinaft resolution on the Programme of
Assistance regrets that heuisable to be here today. Has been called away on urgent
business. Consequently, | hate honour to introduce, ontwdf of the Bureau, draft
resolution L.14 on agenda item 80 on the Uniadions Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Widgap#eciation of International Law.

As you know, the text of the draft resolutiordaan explanatory note were placed in the
e-room on 25 October.

The draft resolution was issued as documeid lin all official languages on 30 October.

As indicated in the explanatory note, the drafiolution that is before you today is similar
to previous resolutions adopted by the Geinesaembly on this agenda item in recent
years, in particular resdion 67/91 adopted last year.

My remarks will focus primarily on the new elements contained in the draft resolution.
The preamble contains three new paragraphs.

The third preambular paragraph recognizesniajor contribution of the Programme of
Assistance to the teaching and disseminatfanternational law for the benefit of
lawyers in all countries, legal systems andaagiof the world for almost half a century.

The fourth preambular paragraph empbesithe important contribution of the
Programme of Assistance, in particullae United Nations Regional Courses in
International Law and the United Nations Audiovisual Library of International Law, to
the furtherance of the United Nationgerof law programmes and activities.

The ninth preambular paragraph notes witireethat the Regional Course for Asia-
Pacific was cancelled in 2013 due to insuffitiemds and that no Regional Course has
been held for Latin America and the Caribbean for almost a decade.

In addition to these new paragraphs, the thigheambular paragraph has been updated to
include resolution 6B/ adopted last year.

This paragraph notes with concern that theviiets of the Programme of Assistance, in
particular the United Nations Regionab@ses in International Law and the United

Nations Audiovisual Library of Internationhbw, cannot be sustained with the resources
available under the current or the posed programme budget, notwithstanding the
successive resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on this matter over the past four
years.



The operative paragraphs of draft resolution L.14 are also similar to the previous
resolutions adopted on this agerit@an, in particular resolution 67/91.

However, there are some important changastttke into account the serious financial
situation which threatens the continuatairthe United Nations Regional Courses in
International Law and the United Nationsidiovisual Library of International Law.

Paragraph 1 approves the guidelines and recomations contained in section Il of the
report of the Secretary-Geneml this agenda item, in particular those provisions that are
designed to strengthen and revitalthe Programme of Assistance.

As you will recall, section Il ofhe report sets forth theegfic activities mandated by
the General Assembly under the Programmassistance that the Codification Division
plans to conduct during the next bienniiirt receives the necessary resources.

As indicated in paragraphs 35 to 38 o tleport, the Codification Division plans to
conduct the four traditiwal training courses i2014 and in 2015, namely:

(1) The International Law Fellowship Programme,

(2) The United Nations Regional Course in International Law for Africa,

(3) The United Nations Regional Coursdniternational Law for Asia-Pacific, and

(4) The United Nations Regional Course in International Law for Latin America and the
Caribbean.

As further indicated in paragraph 40 of thpa#, the Codification Diision also plans to
continue and further develop the United Nagidwdiovisual Libraryof International Law
which provides international law training andearch materials via the Internet for the
benefit of over one million users in all 193 Member States.

As noted in paragraphs 4148, the Codification Divisioplans to prepare the legal
publications listed therein utilising desktop publishing software if it has the necessary
staff and materials to do so.

Finally, as noted in paragraghd, the Codification Division planto continue to distribute
hard copies of its legal pub&tions and training materials to participants in its training
courses and to academic institutions in developing countries if it has the necessary
resources to do so.

Operative paragraph 2 authorizes the Sactyggeneral to carry out these activities
without specifying the method for funding.

It is no longer possible tmaclude the reference to "onadl resources" contained in
previous resolutions because the Trust Festdblished for the Programme of Assistance
has been depleted.



without specifying the method of funding.

Operative paragraph 7 reiterates the reqinestthe Secretary-General provide to the
programme budget for the biennium 2014-20X5résources necessary to ensure the
continued effectiveness and further develeptrof the Programme of Assistance, in
particular the organization of the Unitedtidas Regional Courses International Law
on a regular basis and the viability oétbinited Nations Audiovisual Library of
International Law.

Operative paragraph 8 requests the Segr&aneral to issue the legal publications
referred to in paragraphs 41 and 42 of hpore This paragraph also recognizes the
importance of hard copy publications white essential for lawyers in developing
countries who have limited access to rdkdigh speed internet for purposes of
electronic legal research.

Paragraph 11 commends the Codification Di






