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Mr. Chairman, 

Portugal would like to thank the UN Secretary-General for his latest report on the 

implementation of the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, 

Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law. We share the Secretary­

. General's views, particularly as regards the guidelines and recommendations enshrined 

therein. 

Mr. Chairman, 

As regards the dissemination of International Law, we would like to congratulate the Office 

of Legal Affairs (OLA) for its publications. These are valuable tools for legal practitioners, 

scholars and institutions, particularly from to a5 0 0 10.5 9fTc
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For its part, the Hague 



Mr. Chairman, 

Portugal would like to highlight that voluntary contributions as a method for funding 

activities under the Programme of Assistance is no longer practicable and there is a need 

for a more reliable funding method through the regular budget. Activities as important as 

the regional courses on International Law and the activities of the Audiovisual Library of 

International Law cannot simply be discontinued for lack of funds. 

All these initiatives covered by the Programme of Assistance contribute to promote 

International Law awareness and dissemination, and are decisive steps to the overall 

strengthening of international peace and security and to the promotion of friendly relations 

and co-operation among States based on a common understanding and respect of 

International Law. 

After decades of experience and such a widespread recognition for the results achieved it 

is only natural that the Programme of Assistance finds the place it deserves in the UN 

regular budget, in accordance with the General Assembly resolution adopted last year. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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