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Mr Chair

The technical and economic feasibility of explaitileep-sea resources is increasing
rapidly, representing huge economic opportunityddsit the risk of serious harm to
the oceanic environment and those who depend on it.

The exploitation of deep-sea resources requirdsattédave in place an effective
regime to mitigate risk and ensure adequate renmethe case of harm. Developing
effective regulatory regimes requires clarity ontiea’ respective rights and
obligations in the context of transboundary haronda is playing a leading role in
the Pacific in the development of a regional ledigse and regulatory framework for
deep seabed mining activity. It has also been btigedfirst states to engage with the
International Seabed Authority on the potentialdponsoring activity in the Area
beyond national jurisdiction reserved for the bérafdeveloping states.



At the domestic level, Tonga has taken actionJdoiat National Action Plan on
Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Manageo promote good
governance, enhanced technical capability, and aamtgnresilience to climate
change impacts and disasters.



