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Mr. Chairman,

Allow me at the outset to congratulate you and the other Members of the
Bureau on your election. I am confident that under your able leadership, the
proceedingsof this Committee will be conductedsuccessfully. I assureyou of
my delegation's unwavering cooperationand support in that regard.

I align myself with the statements delivered by the distinguished
representativesof Egypt and Iran on behalf of the African Group and the
Non-Aligned Movement, respectively.

My delegation also welcomes the Report of the Secretary-General on
strengthening and coordinating United Nations rule of law activities, which
highlights key achievementsand challengesin the rule of law at the national
and international levels, over the pastyear.

Mr. Chairman,

The rule of law is a broad and complex concept, embeddedin the history of
all nations, as well as in the long standing efforts of States to create an
international community based on law. This notion is a prerequisite for
peaceful coexistenceand cooperation among States.For normal international
life to be possible, the rule of law should govern inter-state relations in all
spheresof life. Not only should the rule of law serve as a basis for peaceful
coexistenceof nations in the world, but it should also serveas a guaranteefor
ensuring sustainabledevelopment, safety and security of our planet. As such,
the United Nations hasa broad and ambitious agendain this area.

Mr. Chairman,

A year ago the high-level meeting on the rule of law endorsed a forward-
looking declaration that underlined the inter-linkages betweenthe rule of law,
human rights and democracy.The meeting proved to be a special opportunity
for the international community to underline the need for universal adherence
to the rule of law. In this regard, it is evident that the strong commitment of
States to an international order based on the UN Charter and other
internationallyagreedlegal instrumentsis indispensablefor the achievement
of sustainable peace and prosperity. The purposes and principles of the
Charter can only be fulfilled in a law-based society where all Statesequally
respectinternational law.
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Mr. Chairman,

The gross violations of international humanitarian law, reported in some
regions, over the past few years are of grave concern to us. The lack of
protection of civilians in conflict situations, increasedtargeting of women and
children and the use of sexual violence as a method of warfare, arejust a few
examples of the serious challenges we face. In order to provide adequate
protection for civilians affected by armed conflict, it is necessaryto have an
open and frank discussion on the practical application of international
humanitarian law. This discussionshould be basedon the experiencesdrawn
from recent conflicts. It is Lesotho's firm view that assumptions of gross
violations of international humanitarian law should always be investigated in
a thorough and independentmanner free from any form of politicization.

Significant progress has been made in the fight against impunity. Impunity
provides fertile ground for the recurrence of conflicts and breeds instability.
There must be, and there is accountability for the most serious international
crimes. By establishing the International Criminal Court, the international
community was at the forefront of the campaign for individual accountability
for the most heinous crimes under international law. Support for this
important Court should be an imperative of this augustCommittee.

Mr. Chairman,

International law must be respected equally by all States. Selectivity and
double standardsin the application and enforcement of international treaties
must be rejected, since they undermine the very nature and objective of the
rule of law. The notion of peaceful settlement of disputes is not only one of
the main purposes of the United Nations, but also one of the fundamental
principles of the international legal system.At the international level several
Member States have brought their disputes to international adjudicative
mechanismswith the purposeof peaceful settlement.
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systemand provision of necessaryinternational cooperationand assistanceby
other countries and financial institutions. In our view, these cases will
continue to serve as a precedent for future cases involving corruption and
bribery by multinationals aroundthe world. For indeedthe damageand injury
causedby corruption in our societiesshouldbe a thing of the past.

Mr. Chairman,

The rule of law will continue to be central in meeting the challengesof our
time. Together, we can support sustained,coherentand well-resourced efforts
to strengthenthe rule of law at both the national and international levels, and
ensurethat the rule of law plays its rightful role in building a better world for
all. I usethis opportunity to emphasizethat by following an international law-
andjustice- basedapproach,and respectingthe inherent rights of others on an
equalbasis,we will be able to overcomethe difficulties and challengesbefore
us asmembersof the international community.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, Lesotho looks forward to continue the
discussionson the rule of law in the Sixth Committee. We pledge to continue
upholding the notion and the principles it is basedupon, namely the respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms, democracy and equality and
justice for all.

I thank you.
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