


Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset we wish to align ourselves with the statement made by the Republic of 

Iran on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. 

In addition we welcome the importance being attached to the promotion of the rule of 

law and the peaceful settlement of international disputes. It is as an important endeavor 

in support of initiatives by the United Nations as well as Member States. 

We also see it as a reaffirmation of the declaration of the High Level Meeting of the 
General Assembly on the Rule of Law and its relevance at the national and international 

levels. It marks the beginning of a new phase in strengthening the rule of law within the 

United Nations system and globally. 
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major milestone of the international criminal justice system, and that it's creation as a 

machinery for fighting impunity was only possible with the support of Africa. 

President Kikwete expressed our regret at the rift that has grown between the Court 
and the continent. The Court's perceived irresponsiveness to what are, in our view, 

legitimate concerns of Africa demand greater empathy that neither undermines its 
integrity nor the confidence of its member states. We believe this balance is practical, 
attainable and strengthens the rule of law at the national and international levels. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The approach of the international community to peaceful settlement of disputes 
continues to evolve in response to the changing nature of global threats to peace and 

security. In this context, the United Nations, the International Court of Justice, the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea as well as the International Sea Bed 

Authority, among others, remain key actors. 

We should continue efforts at strengthening the process of the peaceful settlement of 
dispute. The challenge 7 471.12 Tm
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