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Mr. Chairman, 

We are delighted to join other delegations in this topical discussion on the Scope 

and Application of the Principle of Universal Jurisdiction. Kenya aligns itself with 

the Statements delivered by the Islamic Republic of Iran on behalf of the Non 

Aligned Movement and by rgM)1 on behalf of the African Group. 

Mr. Chairman 

This discussion on the scope and application of the principle of universal 

jurisdiction has come at a most opportune time. At the outset I would like to take 

the opportunity to reaffirm Kenya' s commitment to the rule of law, the fight 

against impunity and the principles enshrined in the UN Charter that guarantee 

the sovereign equality of States. 

The principle of universal jurisdiction for grave international crimes is not new. 

From the Secretary General' s report, it is clear that the scope and application of 

the universal jurisdiction principle on the basis of domestic legal rules and 

emerging judicial practices is controversial and a source of genuine concern to 

many. The divergence of views and opinion is a clear sign that, if not carefully 

defined and regulated within the acceptable norms and other principles of 

international law, the unilateral, selective and arbitrary application of universal 

jurisdiction by States and international institutions can be subject to abuse and 

may be a threat to national stability, democracy and international peace and 

security. 

Kenya recognises and respects the primary function of national jurisdiction in all 

cases and holds the view that extra-territorial jurisdiction should be invoked as a 

secondary means in cases where national jurisdiction is unwilling or unable to 

exercise its jurisdiction. Caution must therefore be exercised in the of the m e a n s  of m a y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  n a t i o n a l  b e  national 









rendered by a court which disregards our views?" 

Kenya as a proud member of the community of nations which has contributed 

immensely with limited resources to the achievement of peace, security and 

multilateralism •E . .f!ILJQP actively on the Working Group established under 

Resolution 67/91 in order to indent the scope and limits of application of universal 

jurisdiction. 

I Thank you for your kind attention. 
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