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At the same time, Estonia recognises the need for balance between rule of law on the national and 

international level. The responsibility of providing accountability is first and foremost a task on the 

domestic level. It is therefore essential that States build national capacities to investigate and 

prosecute serious international crimes. Development of national capacity should include a 

comprehensive legislative framework to ensure investigation and prosecution of crimes, incorporation 

of Rome Statute crimes into domestic criminal codes and ensuring robust witness protection 

programs so that those who are brave enough to come forward are safe enough to do so. Estonia 

firmly believes that commitment to fighting impunity at all levels is the only way to deter those who 

might commit future crimes. 

Estonia believes in a world ruled by law, as this is the cornerstone of progress in our fundamental 

values and the only viable 


