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Mr Chairman 

Once again, thank you for affording us the floor to deliver a statement in 
our national capacity. Let me start by associating this delegation's 
statement with the statement delivered by this delegation speaking on 
behalf of the African Group and the statement delivered by the 
distinguished representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran speaking on 
behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. My delegation attaches great 
importance to this agenda item, the rule of law at the national and 
international levels. As requested r G e n e r l  
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conference, the International Legal Foundation, the United Nations 
Development Programme, and the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, and the many participants and donors that helped to ensure the 
success of this Conference. The Conference participants discussed their 
experiences and common challenges in providing access to effective 
legal aid services in criminal justice systems, and proposed practical and 
achievable solutions, with a particular focus on the need to develop 
more effective and sustainable strategies to meet the criminal legal aid 
services needs of the poor. After three days of meaningful discussion, 
the participants produced an outcome document called the 
Johannesburg Declaration. In it, the participants reaffirmed that "legal 
aid is an essential element of a fair, humane and efficient justice system 
based on the rule of law" and called for support for the application of 
existing international standards and best practices. Action points 
included a a t 
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assistance for criminal defendants who are unable to afford a lawyer is a 
widely accepted principle of law and an essential component of the right 
to a fair trial. For this reason, legal aid is an ideal topic forthis year's 
theme of, "Sharing States' national practices in strengthening the rule of 
law through access to justice". All countries face challenges in 
implementing the right to legal aid, and have much to learn from a c c e c  
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