




Mr. Chairman, 

The States are under an obligation to settle their disputes by peaceful means; it is a 
fundamental principle under paragraph 3 of Article 2 of the UN Charter. Article 33 of 
the Charter further strengthens this duty and provides the means which the parties to a 
dispute can choose freely. The International Court of Justice, the principal judicial 
organ of the United Nations, plays an important role in the peaceful settlement of 
disputes. 

Mr. Chairman, 

India supports the continuation of the topic 'Peaceful Settlement of Disputes between 
States' on the agenda of the Special Committee. In this regard we consider that the 
NAM's proposal on "the pacific settlement of disputes and its impact on the 
maintenance of peace" at Annex I of the Special Committee Report A/70/33 should be 
examined by the Special Committee at its next session. 

We would also like the Special Committee to examine the concept paper presented by 
Ghana on "the 


