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Mr. Chairman, 

Nigeria welcomes the report of the Special Committee on the 

Charter of the United Nations and on Strengthening the Role of 

the Organization as contained in document no: A/70/33. Nigeria 

aligns herself with the statement delivered by the representative 

of South Africa on behalf of the African Group. 

2. As we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the 

establishment of the United Nations, it is important that the 

organization continues to remain the primary global multilateral 

institution that is responsible for the maintenance of international 

peace and security and ensuring sustainable development. 

Therefore, no efforts geared towards the strengthening of the 

role of the Organization would be too much. However, such 

efforts should be a product of dialogue, cooperation and 

consensus building among Member States. 

Mr. Chairman, 

3. Nigeria reaffirms its position on the sovereign equality of all 

nations. This is the fundamental prerequisite for achieving 

international peace and security. Nigeria believes that an 

international intercourse anchored on the respect for sovereign 
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equality of nations and the promotion of common interest would 

ensure harmony and foster respect for each other. 

4. Nigeria is of the view- that the imposition of unilateral 

sanctions goes against the grain of sovereign equality and 

international law. The report of the Special Committee on the 

Charter is clear on this. Nigeria is of the view that the imposition 

of sanctions on any sovereign state should always be in 

conformity with the provisions of the UN Charter. Nigeria also 

notes that almost all existing sanctions are placed against 

developing countries belonging to the African Union, the G-77 

and China and the Non-Aligned Movement. 

5. Accordingly, Nigeria reiterates that sanctions should only be 

used as a last resort, after all other peaceful means of settling 

disputes have been exhausted. Furthermore, the purpose of any 

sanction imposed on a country should not be to punish the 

population but rather to extract compliance with international 

obligation from such country. Therefore, not every violation of 

international obligation should attract sanctions, 
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the present Charter. Consequently, the United Nations has no 

powers to make decisions that affect the law-making capacities of 

Member 



UN to refrain from further entrenchment of this notion in its work, 

and retreat from its current posture of support for this agenda. 

Mr. Chairman, 

11. As I conclude, I would like to place on record that Nigeria as 

a responsible member of the United Nations would continue to 

fulfill her international obligations, through a foreign policy thrust 

anchored on the promotion of global peace and security and the 

recognition of sovereign equality of nations as enshrined in Article 

2 of the United Nations Charter. 

I thank you. 
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