


Thank you Mr. Chairman for giving me the floor, 

I would like to thank the United ations Secretary General for his report to be considered 

under this agenda item entitled "Criminal accountability of United Nations officials and 

experts on mission", contained in document A/70/208. 

My delegation aligns itself with the statements made by South Africa on behalf of the 

African Group and by Iran on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We welcome the commitment of the Secretary-General to pursue the implementation of 

his zero tolerance policy towards all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse by 

United Nations staff members and related personnel. We are also satisfied of the General 

Assembly' s endorsement of the steps outlined in the last Secretary-General's special 

measures report to further implement the zero tolerance. 

At the same time, my delegation expresses its concern over the persistence of cases and 

instances of sexual exploitation and abuses. We are even more preoccupied by the 

increase of these acts that are damageable not only for the victims but also for the image 

and credibility of the United Nations. It is crucial to avoid that the UN action becomes a 

source of further suffering to the people it is supposed to serve. This is why our work 

under this agenda item is the more urgent, bearing in mind that UN special political 

missions and peacekeeping operations today comprise a record of more than 128,000 

people, spread over 39 missions. 

Mr. Chairman, 
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as soon as possible the objective of setting up teams of immediate response to gather and 

preserve evidence, within 72 hours of receipt of an allegation. 

We also 


