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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

Our delegation joins other delegations in commending the work of the 
International Law Commission in the progressive development of international 
law and its codification. -

In my statement I will address Chapter IV, Chapter V and Chapter XII of 
the report of the Commission in the order of their appearance. 

. With regards to The Most-Favored-Nation clause topic, we welcome the 
final report of the Study Group and warmly congratulate Mr. Donald McRea for 
his outstanding contribution as Chairman and ~k. Mathias Forteau, who served 
as chairman in the absence of Mr. McRea. 

This topic has been closely. followed by Viet Nam since its inception. The 
recent jurisprudence shows that the MFN clause found in thousands of 
investment agreement has the potential to be one of the most influential . 
provisions with exten8ive legaltamifications. · · 

Being a capital importing country, Viet Nam has conclude~ over 80 
bilateral investment agreements and dozens of free trade agreements with an 
investment chapter. Most agreements contain the MFN clause with with 



. We note the conflicting views by arbitrations with regards to interpreting 
the MFN clause; In our view, some ofthe approaches have more or less steered 
away from the rules of treaty interpretation embodied in the Vienna Convention 
of 



expense of others. We takes the view that singling out any form of cooperation 
may impair the discretion of states to cooperate in a most appropriate manner. 

Second~ in line with the 2013 Understanding by the Commission, we 
support the final form of the project to be guidelines rather than principles or 
guiding principles. The latter term of "guiding principles" may connote some 
legal obligations on states through principles on the protection of the 
atmosphere, the very essence of which was pre-empted by the Commission. 

Mr. Chair, 

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of multilateral diplomacy, let.me 
say a few words about the laudable contribution by the Commission to 
promoting respect for the rule of law at international level. 

Time and time again, we have seen draft articles prepared · by the 
Commission served as the basis for negotiation in multilateral treaty processes. 
Outcomes of many processes have become the backbone of international 
relations. More importantly, several other draft articles of the Commission have 
become an embodiment of customary international 


