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NEW YORK, 14 OcTOBER 2015 CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SIXTH COMMITTEE

STATEMENT BY MR. STEFAN BARRIGA, MINISTER, DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE

THE RULE OF LAW AT THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS

Mr. Chairman
| would like to thank the Secretariat, and in particular the Rule of Law Unit, for providing us
with an excellent report on United Nations rule of law activities. The report shows once again

how a multitude of UN entities provide concrete support in this field, and thereby helps us
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provider. This may not always be apparent when listening to our debates in the Sixth
Committee, which occasionally gives the impression that States are divided over the rule of law
as a concept tin particular over its precise definition, and over fears that the rule of law may be
used as an excuse to interfere in internal matters. For all practical purposes, however, this
perceived divide is far outweighed by what actually unites us. Promoting the rule of law is core
business for this organization, provided at the request or with the consent of the countries
concerned. What hampers UN rule-of-law related programmes is typically a lack of funding, and

not a lack of political will.

Development. The SDGs contain numerous goals and targets that incorporate important

elements of the rule of law t such as access to justic
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