Statementby Mr.









process” the Assemblyequestedthe SecretaryGenerako examinethe Regulations
with aviewto their possibleupdating(Res.39/90 of 13 Decemberl984),but this
initiative wasnot followed up with the only exceptionof a further instructiongiven

to the Secretariain 1997on the matter of limited publicationof treaties(Res.
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Lastbut not least,the supportof the Assemblywvasinstrumentalin the first
stepsof the implementationof our electronictreaty databasewhichhasbecomethe
essentiakool by whichthe TreatySectiondischargests mandates.n the only
resolutionspecificallydevotedto this matter, adoptedin 1996in the frameworkof
the Decadeof InternationalLaw(Res51.1580f 16 Decemberl996),the Assembly
welcomedthe objectiveof developinga comprehensiveelectronicdatabase
containingall depositaryandregistrationinformation andrequestedthe Secretaryr
Generalto continueto givepriority to its implementation.Today the United Nations
treaty websiteis a uniqueresourcewhichis updatedalmostin realtime andprovides
authoritative information on the statusof multilateraltreatiesdepositedwith the
SecretaryGeneral electronicaccesdo all volumesof the UnitedNationsTreaty
Seriesand other publicationson treaty law and practice,aswell ascirculationof all

new depositarynotifications.
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Mr. Chairmanpistinguishedlelegates,

| hopethat this brief statementwill havehighlightedthe important role that
the GeneralAssemblhjhasplayedin this area,particularlyin the implementationof
the mandatesof my Section. alsohopethat it will haveprovidedyou with useful

backgroundnformation on the subtopicthat youare aboutto consider.
| wishyouaveryproductivedebateand €
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