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Mr. Chair, 

My Delegation has been following the Committee's discussion of universal 
jurisdiction with great interest. The issue undoubtedly impacts what some have 
described as competing principles: the sovereignty of States and immunity of 
officials, on the one hand, and the deterrence of the most serious crimes and 
prevention of impunity, on the other. Used for political or ideological purposes, 
universal jurisdiction has the potential to harm international cooperation and the rule 
of law. But universal jurisdiction may be necessary to ensure that atrocities against 
human rights and humanitarian law do not go unanswered, when the punishment of 
criminals becomes impossible to enforce at country level. 

My Delegation agrees that universal jurisdiction must not be misused to serve 
improper ends, but must be firmly based on substantive and procedural international 
norms. We recognize that there are difficult questions with regard to the propriety of 
universal jurisdiction, including the crimes to which it can he applied. My Delegation 
believes that expert study as to what customary international law is on the subject 
would he a productive step in advancing this Committee's work on this Agenda item. 

Mr, Chair, 

Prevention and prosecution of grave violations of international law are the legitimate 
duties of all States. The Holy See believes that properly understood and applied, 
with due 


