


particularly heinous, abhorrent crimes that affect the international community as a 

whole, and which the international community as a whole has generally agreed is a 

crime for which the application of the principle of universal jurisdiction would be 

appropriate. The assessment whether a specific crime is subject to universal 

jurisdiction should be measured against this criteria. 

4. While the principle is not disputed, the appreciation and application of it varies 

among States. This can be seen from the range of crimes that States consider to fall 

under the scope of universal jurisdiction, as set out in the annual Reports of the 

Secretary-General on this agenda item since 2010. We also recall the engaging 

discussion on the preliminary list of crimes compiled by the Chair of the Working Group 

during the 69 th Session and suggestions that instead of having a list of specific crimes, 

general references alluding to the obligations arising under customary international 

law and treaty law could be developed. Taking this further, it may be useful to consider 

whether and what underlying approaches can be identified. 

5. Whether a crime attracts universal jurisdiction is not a question of preference, 

or priorities specific to a single or group of States, or a particular region, but to be 

assessed against the foundational rationale of universal jurisdiction, accompanied by a 

robust analysis of s.04 0j
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and look forward to the discussions· of the Working Group on this agenda item. 

11. Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
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