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VERBAL NOTE 

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations presents its 
compliments to the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations and in response 
to its Verbal Note under reference: LA/COD/59/1 dated 21 January 2015, has the 
honour to attach herewith information submitted by Greece concerning the scope 
and application of the of to Greec(i) Tj
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Information submitted by GREECE in response to request by tbe Office of Legal 
Affairs oftbe United Nations (under ref.: LA/COD/59/1 dated 21-1-2015) 

concerning the scope and application of universal jurisdiction 

The principle of universal jurisdiction is one of the traditional jurisdictional 
principles recognized in Greek criminal law. lt should be stressed, however, that the 
scope of this principle is relatively limited. 

More specifically, Article 8 of the Greek Penal Code establishes the principle 
of universal jurisdiction for the following categories of crimes committed abroad, to 
the extent that it provides that Greek penal laws are applicable to nationals and 
foreigners alike irrespective of the laws of the country where the act was committed: 

a) high treason, treason against the Greek state and terrorist acts; 
b) crimes concerning military service and the obligation for conscription; 
c) punishable acts committed by persons in their capacity as civil servants/officials of 
the Greek state or in their capacity as officials of an organ or organization of the 
European Union having its seat in Greece; 
d) acts against or directed to a civil servant/official of the Greek state or a Greek 
official of an organ or organization of the European Union in the exercise of 
his/her duties or related to his/her duties; 
e) perjury in the context of proceedings pending before Greek authorities; 
f) piracy; 
g) crimes against the currency; 
h) slave trade, trafficking in human beings, trafficking, child the 



It should also be noted that 


