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Mr Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the five Nordic countries: Finland, Iceland, Sweden, 

Denmark, and my own country, Norway. 

It is now 10 years since the issue of criminal accountability of UN experts and officials was 

first put on the agenda of the Sixth Committee. The importance of the issue has not 

diminished during those 10 years. It is now paramount that both the UN and its Member 

States display a zero tolerance policy for crimes committed by UN staff and experts on 

mission. 
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As an organisation, the UN has taken important and timely steps during the past two years. 

In particular, we would like to highlight the establishment this year of the Office of the 

Special Coordinator on improving the United Nations' response to sexual exploitation and 

abuse. We commend the UN for this development, which will support the ongoing efforts of 
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The Nordic countries 



We therefore call for the wording of the resolution to be amended so that this information 

can be included. Ensuring accountability for those who commit crimes while serving as UN 

experts and officials is important. The very credibility of the UN is at stake. We cannot accept 

anything less than full transparency regarding Member States' willingness and ability to hold 

their own nationals accountable for crimes committed while in service for the UN. 

Mr Chair, 

Finally, the Nordic countries underline that all Member States must uphold the principles of 

due process and rule of law while investigating and 


