


This year the Commission approved on second reading the draft articles on the 
protection of persons in the event of disasters; and on first reading a set of 16 draft 
conclusions on the topic of 



such assistance; and the relationship of the proposed rules to other rules of 
international law, including those relating to international humanitarian law. By and 
large, these are /ex lata rules that effectively reflect existing practice. 

The International Law Commission is recommending that, on the basis of article 23 
of its Statute, we draw up a convention on the protection of persons in the event of 
disasters. 
My delegation stands ready to approve this recommendation, in view of the 
importance of the issue and because the rules set out in Commission's draft articles 
on the subject are satisfactory. 

I shall now turn to the topic of the identification of customary international law, 
taken up in chapter V of the report. 

At this session, the Special Rapporteur, Sir Michael Wood, presented to the 
Commission his fourth report on the subject, which includes a bibliography. The 
report examines the suggestions put forward by States and other stakeholders on 
the provisionally approved draft conclusions, and proposes amendments to several 
of the conclusions, in the light of comments received. It also considers the means of 
making the evidence under customary international law more readily accessible, 
recalling the history of the previous work of the Commission as the basis for the 
continued consideration of this topic. 

I shall begin my analysis of this report with my congratulations to the Special 
Rapporteur, Sir Michael Wood, for the excellent work done, which represents a 
genuine contribution to international law. 

I will now comment briefly on each of the 16 proposed conclusions. 

We support the wording of conclusion 1, which forms part of the section of the draft 
conclusions entitled "Part One, Introduction". We find that conclusion 2, which 
relates to the two essential elements that constitute the custom, and conclusion 3, 
which relates to the O98
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As pointed out in conclusion 15, this objection must be clearly expressed, and 
maintained persistently. It will also be the objector who has that responsibility, to 
ensure that its objection is not considered to be abandoned. 

In any event, it is important to note that, where the rules of jus cogens are 
concerned, the persistent objector institution does not apply. Accordingly, it would 
be advisable to highlight the above mentioned by incorporating it in the text, as 
paragraph 3 of conclusion 15. 

Lastly, we welcome the recognition in conclusion 16 of the existence of "particular 
customary international law". In a diverse world, it is only natural that the different 
geographical regions and peoples, even those sharing similar interests, should have 
customary rules which are not general in nature. This is not only recognized by the 
Commission but has already been accepted by the International Court of Justice, in 
cases regarding the right to asylum and the right of passage. 

In short, Mr. Chair, this is an excellent report that will undoubtedly expedite the 
identification of customary international law. My delegation endorses the action by 
the Commission, in accordance with articles 16-21 of its Statute, to circulate the 
aforementioned draft conclusions, through the Secretary-General, to Governments 
for them to submit their comments and observations thereon by 1 January 2018. 

In conclusion, let me reiterate my congratulations to the Commission for the work 
accomplished this year, and particularly to the Special Rapporteurs, Eduardo 
Valencia Ospina and Sir Michael Wood, for their reports, adopted by the Commission 
on its second and first readings, respectively. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


