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Terrorist and violent extremist groups continue to find new ways to carry out attacks, finance 

their activities, spread propaganda and recruit new personnel to their ranks. The threat from 

terrorist groups continues to rise, and we are seeing atrocities and attacks on innocent 

people in all corners of the world. 

The primary responsibility for implementing measures to counter terrorism and violent 

extremism lies with Member States. In this respect, national action plans on preventing 

violent extremism are important tools. 

In 2010, Norway adopted its first action plan. This plan has since been revised and updated 

at regular intervals, and is used actively to guide our efforts in this area. 
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Mr Chair, 

Terrorist groups and extremists tend to target women specifically. Violence against women 

and curtailment of their rights have become intentional strategies. Women have always 

played a range of different roles in conflicts: as victims, mediators and peace activists, but 

also as perpetrators. Extremists now actively recruit women to their cause. If ever we needed 

a gender analysis of conflict, it is now. Because the terrorist groups and extremists we are 

up against are strategic in their approach to gender. 
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