
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

"#$%!&'$$()*!)+!%,'!-'*'./0!1$$'2304!

&(5%,!6)22(%%''!

!

17'*8/!9%'2!:;<!=>0'!)+!0/?!/%!%,'!*/%()*/0!/*8!(*%'.*/%()*/0!0'@'0$!

!

&%/%'2'*%!34!1>$%.(/!

!

!

A'?!B).CD!E!FG%)3'.!HI#J!

! !



Mr.!Chair,!

International!law!and!the!rule!of!law!are!the!foundations!of!the!international!system.!
Therefore,!Austria!is!proud!to!serve!as!G)).8(*/%).!)+!%,'!-.)>K!)+!L.('*8$!of!the!
Rule!of!Law,!consisting!of!over!40!States.!

Given! the! upcoming! transition! in! leadership! of! the! United! Nations,! at! a! recent!
meeting!of!the!Group!of!Friends,!we!expressed!our!commitment!!to!!support!the!.>0'!
)+!0/?!/$!/!K.().(%4!+).!%,'!*'?!&'G.'%/.4M-'*'./0.!As!coordinator!of!the!Group!of!
Friends,!Austria!underlines! the! importance!of! continuing! to!give!high!priority! to! the!
rule!of!law!as!cornerstone!of!the!legitimacy!and!sustainability!of!all!areas!of!work!of!
the!UN.!We!recognize!advances!made!in!the!past!ten!years!to!improve!coordination,!
coherence!and!effectiveness!of!the!UNKsystem’s!rule!of!law!work,!and!note!that!new!
systemKwide!policy!developments,!such!as!the!Agenda!2030!adopted!by!the!General!
Assembly! and! the! Secretary! General’s! Plan! of! Action! on! Preventing! Violent!
Extremism,! give! central! place! to! the! rule! of! law.! We! emphasize! the! importance! of!
having!the!leadership!on!the!rule!of!law!placed!at!sufficiently!high!level!in!the!EOSG,!
with!a!mandate!to!bring!together!all!relevant!parts!of!the!UN.!!

!

Mr.!Chair,!

Austria!fully!aligns!itself!with!the!statement!made!by!the!European!Union.!

I!would!like!to!thank!the!Deputy!Secretary!General!for!introducing!the!item!this!year,!
and! I! would! like! to! express! Austria’s! sincere! appreciation! for! his! dedication! and!
tireless!leadership!in!advocating!and!strengthening!the!rule!of!law.!



Austria! has! actively! and! consistently! supported! the! rule! of! law! at! the! national! and!
international! levels! in! the! context! of! the! United! Nations.! We! have! contributed! to!
discussions!on!the!rule!of!law!in!the!6th!Committee!and!beyond,!inter!alia!by!offering!
(*+).2/0!3.('+(*7$!



for! the! success! of! the! Agenda! 2030.! Therefore,! Austria’s! engagement! in! the!
framework!of! the!United!Nations!as!well!as! in! its!bilateral!development!cooperation!
has! included! a! focus! on! strengthening! the! rule! of! law,! including! access! to! justice.!
Austria! has! contributed,! among! others,! to! the! UN! Women! Global! Programme! on!
Access! to! Justice! for! Women! and! has! participated! in! training! of! justice! and! police!
professionals!in!various!regions.!!

Good!governance!and!the!rule!of!law!at!national!and!international!levels!are!essential!
for! sustained,! inclusive! and! equitable! economic! growth,! sustainable! development!
and!the!eradication!of!poverty!and!hunger.!Therefore,!Austria!strongly!advocated!for!
the!rule!of!law!throughout!the!negotiations!on!the!17'*8/!HITI,!which!we!adopted!in!


