


Mr. Chairman 



Several treaties oblige the States parties either to try a criminal or handover for trial to a party 
willing to do so. This is the obligation of aut dedere, aut judicare ('either extradite or 
prosecu~e'). This widely recognised. principle, including by the International Court of Justice 
in its decision of 20 July 2012 in the Belgium Vs Senegal case, should not be confused with 
or short circuited by the universal jurisdiction. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, 

We reiterate that the universal jurisdiction is applicable only to limited crimes, like piracy on 
high seas and other specific serious crimes under the relevant treaties/ conventions that have 
been adopted and agreed to by the States. 

Therefore, we stress the need for avoidance of any misuse of the principle of universal 
jurisdiction in both the criminal and civil matters, the concept and definition of which is not 
yet clear and agreed to. 

Thankyou 

*********** 


