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Mr. Chairman, 

My delegation aligns itself with the African Group Statement delivered 

by the distinguished representative of South Africa. 

2. Nigeria welcomes the report of the 



addressed to make this principle practicable and widely acceptable to UN 

Member States. 

5. As a country that believes in the rule of law, Nigeria recognizes the 

importance of this principle, which is crucial in the fight against impunity 

and to ensure that individuals who commit serious crimes of international 

concern, including genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, are 

held accountable. We appreciate that this is a cardinal principle of 

international law, which has arisen as a major strategy in the global 

crusade to prevent and repress violations of international humanitarian law 

and other international crimes. We believe that this principle compliments 

and strengthens the principles of rule of law at both the national and 

international levels, which we hold very dear. 

Mr. Chairman, 

6. Consistent with the foregoing, Nigeria has always supported efforts 

to ensure that anyone who commits such crimes does not go unpunished. 

They must be held accountable and brought to justice. Nonetheless, we 

believe that the principle should always be exercised in good faith and in 

accordance with other principles of international law, including the 

sovereign equality of states and immunity of state officials. On the specific 

subject of immunity, Nigeria believes that immunity of relevant officials 

should not be sacrificed on the altar of applying the principle of universal 

jurisdiction. We also hold firm to the view that the primary responsibility for 

investigating and 
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provides a complementary mechanism to ensure that accused persons can 

only be held accountable where the State is unable or unwilling to exercise 

its jurisdiction. 

7. Consequently, the principle of Universal Jurisdiction should, as much 

as possible, only be used as a last resort. It must not be used by States to 

prematurely or hastily assume jurisdiction over matters when there is a 

possibility of cooperating with the state where a crime was originally 

committed, especially through the mechanism of Extradition Agreements or 

Agreements on Mutual Legal Assistance. 

Mr. Chairman 

8. My delegation welcomes the idea of establishing a Working Group of 

the Sixth Committee during this session to continue to undertake an in

depth discussion on this agenda item. It is our hope that the Group would 

address hitherto identified gray areas with the aim of attaining a consensus 

on the subject. To attain welcomes a t t a i n  during t h e  
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